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ment adopting systematic methods of boring
under Government supervision. This, I think,
would be welcomed by a number of lease.
holders in the district, because they now have
to employ labour when it is not a payable
proposition to do so. It is useless to look
for anything on the surface, and the com-
panies cammot be expected to go in for ex-
pensive boring planta, If the Government
came to the rescue of the various syndicates
and c¢o-operated with them, it would lead to
a systematic boring of the field, which would
demonstrate whether the Jode was there, and
probably the values it contained. This is not
a prespecting venture in the sense that pros-
pecting is generally understood. But what
would be an expenditure of £25,000 or £50,000
to the Government if any of thesc prospec-
tors, who have gone into the country, could
diseover another Golden Mile or a Great Boul-
der? After 20 years of working the Great
Boulder mine has submitted a report in which
it is stated that there is £760,008 of gold still
in sight in that mine. Lf inducements were
offered for men to locate a mine and even if
only one such as the Great Boulder were
found, it would materially help the State. In-
stead of our baving to appeal for popnlation,
people would fiock here as they did in 1895,
Just as it is necessary to assist the man with
the plough, so it is necessary to assist the man
with the pick. We would like substantial
assistance to be made available while the
gold premium is in existence. The gold pre-
mium has been the salvation of many of our
nmines; in faet, some of the mines are prac-
tically living on the gold premium at present.
A word in coneclusion with reference to the
Tributing Commission which was recently ap-
pointed. I am sorry the Government ap-
pointed the Commission. A better result
conld have been achieved if the Min-
ister had called a confercnee between the em-
ployers and the tributers. T happen to be
conversant with both sides of the question.
The matter fines itself down to three points.
Upon twa of them the parties were prepared
to meet one another half way, and this wonld
have left but one point to deal with. Had
some of the parties been ¢hosen to adjudicate
upon the three clauses of the Bill to which
objection has been raised a solution of the
tronble might readily have been reached.

Hon. J. Corneli: That would bhave been
more satisfactory.

Hon. E. H. HARBIS: Yes, because the
friction which now exists as a result of the
inquiry would have been avoided.

Hon. J. Ewing: Was that suggested to the
Minister? gge

Hon. E, H, HARRIS: The '\[Jmst»er mew
of it, but not officially. The difficulty was
to ;_ret the two parties together. Had the
Government made a move in that direction
T venture to say that success wounld have at-
tended their efforts. I again urge upon the
Government to assist the gold mining indus-
try to the best of their ability, notwithstand-
ing the depleted finances, and endeavour to
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restore it to the prosperity of its former
days. T support the motion.

On motion by Hon. J. Duffell, debate ad-
journeil.

House adjourned at 9.47 p.m.

Regislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, S1st August, 1921,

PagE
Bwearingin of Member 582
Questions : International Laboor Gonfe:em:e 533
Busselton Jetty dredging ... G538
Cattle stealing by nborigines ... o 538
Leave of absence 533
Minizsterial smtement, ‘coal and oil pmpect!ng 538
Address-in-reply, Thirteenth day, conclusion e 534
Bills; Constitufion Act Amendment, M:ntiou
Introduce wit.hdrawn . ... 55B
Stamp, 1R. . . 5B
Land Agents, 1. 506
Auctioneers, 1R, ... 666
Grain, 1R. 556
Lnnd nnd Income Tax Am:sement Act .Amend- 556
Norr,ham Gool Storage. 556
Gold Buyers, 1R. 556
Inspection of MM:hlncnr, 1R L ... b656
Fisheries Act Amendment, 1R. ... Dbb@
Factoriea and Shope Act Amendment, IR ... 558
Building Societies, 1n. .. ... 558
‘Wheat Marketlng, 1. ... 568
Fremantle Municipal Tramwn.ya and Electric
Lighting Act Amendment, 1R. 556
Administration Act Amnndmens . “ ggg

Criminal Code Act Amendment, 1R.

The' SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBER,

Mr, R. 8. Sampson (Swan) took and sub-
scribed the oath and signed the roll.

QUESTION—INTERNATIONAL
LABOUR CONFERENCE,

Mr, McCALLUM asked the Premier: 1,
Has he received any communications relat-
jng to the decistons of the International
Labour Conference bheld under the League
of Nations at Washington, 1919, and Genoa,
19209 2, If not, and in view "of the fact
that all countries who are parties te the
Peace Treaty are virtually bound by them,
that most of the countries bhave already
submitted the propesals to their Parlia-
ments, and 'that a number of the decisions
smeh as hours of employment, insurance
against unemployment, conditions of em-
ployment of women and children, regula-
tions governing the health of all workers,
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prohibition of private employment agencies
charging fees for securing employment, and
the providing of public works in periods of
general depression, are primarily matters
for the State Parliament to deal with, will
He communicate With the Commouwealth
Government on the matter? 3, Is he aware
that the library of thiz Parliaoment does not
contain any of the publications issued by
the International Labour OUfice established
under the provisions of the Peace Treaty?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Premier) replied: 1, No. 2, A communica-
tion has already been addressed to the
Agent General instructing him to secure
<copies of the resolutions and other publica-
tions for reference and consideration. 3, T
am informed that the Library Committec
have the maiter in hand.

QUESTION—RBUSSELTON JETTY,
DREDGING.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What was the cost of works in
eonnection with dredging, ete., for basin
and channel at the Busselton jetty ? 2,
What extra cost, if any, has arisen in the
maintenance of such channel and basin? 3,
Can he give an approximate estimate for
-deepening the basin and channel to 27 feet?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Minister for Works) replied: 1, £14,668. 2,
No expenditure has been incurred in main-
tenance since dredging was completed in
1912, but there is no reeent information
available as to whether silting has taken
place since that date. 3, No reliable esti-
mate can be given anless preliminary in-
vestigations are made.

QUESTION—CATTLE STEALING BY
ABORIGINES,

Mr. TEESDALE asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that the Government Resident
in Wyndham recently sentenced 10 natives
to five years imprisonment for cattle steal-
ing? 2, Ts he aware that the expenditure
for the maintenance of natives who are im-
prisoned for cattle stealing .alome amounts
already to £5,000 yearly? 3, Is this a policy
of economy¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Premier) replied: 1, Fifteen natives were
recently sentenced as stated. 2 and 3, The
maiter is teceiving the attention of the
Minister for Justice and tbe Colonial Sec-
retary. The Chairman of Quarter Sessions
is not eoncerned with guestions of adminis-
tration or policy, but has te earry out the
law.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Mr. A, THOMSON, leave of
absence for two weeks granted to Mr. Harri-
son (Avon) on the ground of ill-health.

.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT,
Coal and Oil Prospecting.

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES (Hon. J,
Seaddan—Albany) [4.40): May I erave the
indulgence of the House in order to make a
short statement?

Mr, SPEAKER: Yes; so long as the hon.
the Minister confines himself to a statement.

The MINISTER FOR MINKES: Members
are aware there has been some little eommo-
tion in public circles regarding the possible
loeation of il or its indications in
some parts of Western Australia, and
also with regard to the possibilities of
developing a fresh coal field in the
Irwin River district. I desire to plainly
state the position as I find it at the moment.
With regard to the Irwin River coal deposit,
the latest analysis I have received from the
Government Geologist regarding the 12ft,
seam cnt at something over 500£t. from the
surface of sampies taken from the bore
showed moisture 24,30 per cent., volatile 25.92
per ecent.,, fixed carbon 31,98 per cent., and
ash 17.80 per cent. 'The calorific valve is
6,887 B.T.U.,, and after five days drying

;178 B1\U., I may point out that Collie coal
apprommates something over 10,000 B.T.T.,
so that the Irwin River coal falls below that,
although perhaps with a further reduction in
the moisture content, the calorific value wonld
increase somewhat. In consulting the State
mining engineer, he advises that notwith-
standing the fact that the calorific value at
the point where the bore pierced the seam
produeed only 7,778 B.T.U., within half a
mile of that point the eoal might be as good
as that of Collie or any otber field, but this
ig a matter for further investigation. The
Government have undertaken this boring, and
I think we have already produced to the pub-
lic sufficient information to warrant further
investigation so far as this coal bed is con-
cerned. With regard to the Fitzgerald River
oil prospecting, se far as the analyses go,
there is no trace of mineral oil. Ten samples
were ecolleeted, but only four samples have
been completed. Some time age Mr. Freney
brought down samples from the North-West
from which we were able to obtain traces of
mineral oil, but as we could not guarantes
the locality from which they were obtained
and as we were not satisfied with the contain-
ers in which they were brought down, we were
unable to say that these analyses eould be
accepted as being genuine or correct. In
other worda we could not give them official
cognizance. ‘The matter, however, was of
sufficient importance to warrant the sending
of an officer to the North-West. Mr. Blatch-
ford was sent up and he collected samples
which were securely sealed and bronght down,
Some of these have been analysed. In all 50
samples were collected. Six have been com-
pleted with the following resulfs:—Two see-
pages from Brooking Creek, no trace of oil;
one seepage Mt. Wynne, no trace of oil; three
bore samples, Rough Range, all carry mineral
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oil from 0.007 per cent. at 50ft. to 0.026 at
90£t.; three more samples just completed give
the following results:—No. 5 skimmings
Price's bore 45.90ft, trace of oil in the
water, 0,025 in the associated solid maftter
No. 7, shale rubble and water, Price’s bore
§0-60ft., trace of oil in the water, and 0.044
per cent. oil in the dry shale. No. 8 clay
borings, G0-70ft. Price’s bore, oil 0.016 pre-
sent. We also had check analyses made by
Mr. Phillips of the Perth Technical School,
and he has submitted the following report:—
1, Price’s Creck bore: The material from
the bore so far examined has been limited
to samples Nos, 6, 10 and 12, which have
been taken from depths 60-70ft., 70.85ft.,
and 38-90ft., respectively. In each ease
residual mineral oil is present, admixed
with the earth particles. The oil which is
present i8 dark in colour and is asphaltic.
Light fractions appear to be absent, Its
physical properties suggest that later re-
search may show it to be related to the oil
from Sumatra and adjoining fields, The
oil not used for testing purposes is for-
warded as an exhibit,

I propose to lay this exhibit on the Table
of the House.

Contents of the test tubes are as follows:
, Oil recovered from Sample 6, 60-T0ft.
2, Qil recovered from SRample 10, 70-85ft.
3, Oil recovered from Sample 12, 83.90ft,
4, «Gil recovered from two pounds mixed
horvings, 3, A.sample of the residom of
Sumatra oil after distillation to 320 de-
grees (. This i3 a typical asphaltie oil.
Samples Nos. 5, 7, 8 and 9 are under ex-
amination. No. 5 represents the skimmings
of the water from the bore, and is covered
with a layer of oil.

2, Beepages: Samples of scepages
rvielded the following. Sample No. 19
from Brooking Creek, No, 20 from the
same loeality, and No. 36 from Mount
Wynne have yielded negative results.
Samples Nos. 1 and 18, the former from
Monut Wynne, and the latter from the
Leopold Downs, bave yielded a small
trace of mineral ¢il. A seepage from the
Grant Ranges yielded a very slight trace
of oil.

3. Unofieial samples: Four samples
collected by Mr. Frenmey, locality not
given, have been examined, and each has
a small quantity of mineral oil present.

(sgd.) L. W. Phillips, B.Se.

The balance of the samples are now being
tested by the Government Geologist, while
cheele samples are being tested at the
Technical Sehool. So far as we have pro-
ceeded, the check sampling has confirmed
the results obtained by the Government
Geologist, I do not wish to add anything
-more than that the fact of the samples,
aecording to the Government Geologist and
Mr. Phillips, giving evidence of mineral oil
very mmch on the same basis as the mineral
oil of Sumatra, goes to show the possibility,

Ly
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by further investipation, of oil being dis-
ecovered in Western Australia. I move—

That the reports and samples he Ilaid
upon the Table of the House.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
" Thirteenth Day, Conclusion,
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr,- MacCallum SMITH (North Perth)
[4.48]: In common with other members who
have already spoken, T wish to ex-
tend my hearty congratnlations to the
member for West Perth (Mrs. Cowan)., I
think it is a very great honour for that
lady to have been returned as the first
woman member of Parliament in Awustra-
lia. Most of us know Mrs, Cowan, and
all who koow her ecan honestly say that
there is not to-day in Western Aunstralia a
lady more deserving of the confidence of
the electors than Mrs, Cowan is. She may
look upon her cleetion as a sort of a restora-
tion to the position which obtained in the
Garden of Eden; and T trust, in fact T am
sure, that as long as Mrs. Cownn continues
in the way that she bas begun, there will
be no danger of any second expulsion. The
most important question which has octupied
the members of this Asscmbly during the
present digeussion hag bheen that of the
finaneial position. Apparently it is admitted
on all sides that that is the oufstanding
feature of Western Australian pelities to-
day. As somcthing like 40 members of this
Chamber -have already spocken and ad-
dressed themselves to that particular sub-
jeet, and as each and every one of them has
given his own views as to how the financial
diffieulty may be overcome, the Govern-
ment, 1 feel sure, will experienece no dilfi-
culty in finding some way out of their
troubles, In the multitude of counsellors
there is bound to be some solution. I per-
senally have no intention of dealing with
the figures whieh have becn placed before
hon. members, but to my mind the econcmic
question of our finances has not been dealt
with by the Government in the way we
might have expected. I am satisfied that
a great deal of economy counid yet be intro-
duced into the administration of nearly
every Government department. Xt is quite
true that a start has been made,
though [ must say, a bit late in the
day. However, it shows what ean be
done onec Ministers make up their minds
to try and effect the necessary econo-
mies and retrenchment. BSpeaking last
might tho Minister for Mines declared that
it is impossible for any Siate to go bank-
rupt. I do not agree with the hon. gentle-
man, We have cxhausted our eash, and are
now living on our ecredit; and it is quite
possible that, given sufficient time, even our
eredit will be exhausted,
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Hon. W, C. Angwin: We c¢an push on as
long as it is good.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: Yes: hut
there must come a time when even our
eredit will come to an end. Therefore, before
it is too late the Government should deter-
mine to do something that will make re-
eeipts and expenditure reasonably balance.
The position is really not as bad as the
figures might lead one to believe, because in
those figures there is ineluded what is known
as our sinking funil. We have not been able
to keep up the contributions to the sinking
fund in respeet of various loans, and in the
general statement that feature has been put
forward as a deficiency. T congider it very
unfair to the credit of the State to present
the figures in that manuer.

Hon, P. Collier: We are borrowing the
money to pay sinking fund now,

Mr., MacCallum SMITH: Quite true;
but, notwithstanding that, the position is not
renlly as bad as the figures, taken by them-
selves, would seem to indicate. In justice to
Western Australia's crodit, the figures should
be presented in o different wmanser, Then
our credit would not be hesmirched as it is
now heing by our ecritics in the Eastern
States and elsewhere.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But the troe position
is shown Jdn the ‘‘Monthly Statistical Ab-
stract,”” which states the mnet increase in
the deficit after allowing for sinking fund.

My, MaeCallum SMITH: That is quite
true; but when the figures ave puoblished it
is announced that the <eficiency has been so
mueh, and that deficicney ineludes the
amount we shonld have paid to sinking fund
in respect of moneys that we have previonsly
borrowed. Such a presentation of the figures
is, I repeat, unfair. The financial position
ought to be be shown in a different manner,
Personally, I consider that the deeline in the
gold yield has perhaps as mueh to do with
the falling away of revenue in this State as
any other individval industrial factor. Last
night the Minister for Mines told us that the
present Government have done more than
any previous Government to foster the min-
ing industry. It is very gratifying indeed to
learn that the present Government intend to
bring down during this session a Bill to
abolish that oppressive taxation whereby our
prospectors are robbed of their well-earned
interest in any discoveries they may make.
The Minister himself has admitted that the
taxation is most unjust, and, naturally, he
has decidled to bring in a measure to remedy
the evil. T hope he will also do his best to

. impress upen the Federal Govermment the
neeessity for abolishing their taxation in this
regpect on our mianing industty.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He will have a big
job there, I am afraid.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH :
worth trving.

Hon. P. Collicr: We have Federal mem-
bers, who want special treatment when they
come over here,

Still, it is
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Mr. MacCallum SMITH: It is worth
trying, and the position which the Minister
for Mines occupies is one that the Federal
Government ¢an hardly ignore. DMMining, es-
pecially gold mining, means more to Western
Australia than perhaps to any other State of

the Commonwealth; and no stone should be .

left unturned to see if we cannot relieve our
prospectors from the most oppressive taxa-
tion in question,

Hon, W, C. Augwin: When our Federal
members visit this State cccasionally, we
may be able to put the position before them.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: Anything at
all should be done to bring the matter be-
fore the attention of Federal members. Per-
sonally, I consider that much good would ve-
sult if our Minister for Mines would bring
ihe subject before the Federal Government.

The Minister for Mines: T have done so.

Mr, MacGallum SMTTH: I am very pleased
indeed to know it, and I trust the Minister
will follow the matter up and not give the
Federal Government any rest until he has
secured a remission of that oppressive taxa-
tion on our mining industry. A good deal
might also be done in the way of nssisting
prospectors, particularly by putting down
hores,  Boring operations on the goldfields
lately have resulted in the diselosure of
some highly payable ore bodies; and I think
that svstem ought to be expanded much be-
yond its present limits, We have the south
end of the Golden Mile being opened up by
a hore and giving every promise of con-
siderably extending the life of the Kalgoor-
lie goldfiell. Whilst on the subjeet of as-
sisting prospectors, I wish to ecxpress my
opinion that the money now spent on the
Geological Department could wvery well be
diverted to assisting prospectors. T cannot
recall a single case where the Geological Da-
partment has been of any actual assistance
to the mining industry. There is a most ex-
pensive department kept going, and other

than the production of very elaborate plans.

and reports—whieh mean nothing to the
practical prospector—I fail to observe any
results from the department. Tndeed, in
many cases the department have by their
reports and forecasts actnally migled pros-
pectors. Take the recent case of the Lake
View South Gold Mining Company at Kal-
goorlie. The company were advised by a
very learned geologist that it was no use
driving to the west, that the proper direc-
tion to drive was the east. A considerable
sum of money was spent by that company
in driving and prospecting their ground to

the eastward, with the result that nothing
-avas discovered;

and they abandoned the
mine. Two practical miners got hold of the
property, and drove to the westward, and
within a very few feet struck what proved
to be a most excellent and payable ore body.
That is where the practical man comes in
as against the theorist,

Hon. P. Collier: That migut happen to he
just a single exception where the geologist
was wrong.
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Mr. MacCalluimm SMITH: No. There are
on record other cases, of which the Leader of
the Opposition must bave heard when he was
Minister for Mines, where theory proved to
be wrong as against practieal experience.
When we are so hard up we should consider
" whether we can afford to keep a department
guch as the Geological Department going.

The Minister for Mines: There is no one
in the Department at present.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH : At any rate,
it is costing the.country something like £8,000
or £9,000. That sum of money could well be
diverted in some other direction, putting
down bores for instance. In that way we
would be doing a great deal more good.

The Minister for Mines: You would not
suggest closing the laboratory?

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: I am speaking
of the Department outside the laboratory.

The Minister for Mines: We have not a
ficld geologist operating at present; they have
all left us.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH : The Minister
might also be able to find some way of pre-
venting mining companies wast.mg a consid-
erable amount of their funds in buying pro-
perties outside Western Australia.

Mr. Boyland: Hear, hear!

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: A good deal
of Western Australian money has heen di-
verted not only to the Eastern States, but to
Ameriea and Souath Afriea, and in each in-
stanee the money has been absolutely lost.
Something might be done to induce the min-
ing companies to spend that momey in pros-
pecting in Western Australia. That is a fair
proposition to put to them, and I have no
doubt that it would be a solution of the ex-
isting difficulty. The immigration policy of
the Government meets with my approval, but
I think it should be considerably extended.
There is no doubt that what this country
needs as much as anything is increased popu-
lation, but T warn the Government that it
woulil be fatal if they introduced Ilabour
which ig not wanted here.  We have quite
sufficient of our own people to carry on the
ordinary industrial work., We require peo-
ple to go on the land, the right sort of agri-
culturist, I am afrai@ that many people
have obtained admission to the State by false
pretences, that is to say, by putting them-
selves forward as agrieulturists, and- on ar-
riving here securing soft biilets in the eity.

Hon. P. Collier: And they scem to be pretty
successful too.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: There seems
to he smnetlung at fault with the method of
selection in the Old Country. I do not know
whe the officers are who select the immi-
grants; the (‘mernment should have a prac-
tical agricnlturist in London to do this work.

Hon, W. C. Angwin. There is one there.
He was recommended by the Country Party.

Mr. MaceCallum SMITH: Such an officer
would prevent undesirable people from com-
ing to Western Australia.
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Hon. W, C. Angwin: It is a difficult job;
you cannot get agrieultural labourers im
England to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: You will have to go out-
side of England.

Mr. Simons: The population is stationary
there just now,

Hon. P. Collier: Make it worth while to
get Scotchmen.

Mr, Simons: All the sensible Scotchmen
have left Scotland already.

The Minister for Mines:
go back.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: I would like
to say a few words of praise for the Ugly
Men’s Asociation, They are doing admirable
work, and in reality doing what the Gov-
ernment should be doing. There is something
wrong with onr Immigration Department at
this end when they have to call in the ser-
vices of the Ugly Men’s Association to find
work for immigrants in the country.

Mr. Mann: The Imperial Gevernment de-
sire that an outside body should do this
work, and that is the position in each State.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: At any rate 1
consider the Ugly Men deserve the thanks
of the community for the admirable way im
which they have assisted the immigrants.

Hon. P. Collier: T think we might let them
have the country for 12 months; they would
make a pretty good job of it.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: The amalgama-
tion of the Taxation Departments has been
put forward as one of the economies effected
by the Government, and we are told that this
will mean a saving of many thousands of
pounds per annum. That sum of money may
be saved, but I contend the people will not
find that the amalgamation will be to their
advantage. We have had ample experience
of the Federal authorities, and I have no
doubt that their methods will be introduced
in dealing with local taxation. I regret that
the Government did not consider the advis-
ableness of placing the work of collecting,
at any rate the land tax, in the hands of the
local rond boards and municipalities. Those
bodies would have done the work cheaply,
much more effectively, and with less irrita-
tion to the people who have to pay. After
we have had some experience of the Federal
collection of our taxes, T feel sure the Gov-
ernment will be glad to cancel the arrange-
ment and hand the task over to the loecal
anthorities, who have'all the machinery at
hand, Whilst on the subject of the amalga-
mation of these departmentz T would remind
the Government that the Minister for Works
promised that the City Council should ecollect
the water rates and save a considerable sam
of money in that respect. Nothing, how-
ever, has bheen dome.

Hon. P. Collier: He has heen harassed by
the Conntry Party so much that hc has not
had time to attend to it.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: The Country
Party has nothing to do with the metropoli-
tan water supply, though they have to do
with most things.

And they never
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Hon. P. Coliter: They take up too much
of his time.

The Minister for Mines:
Council take over the work?

Mr. Mac¢Callum SMITH: Certainly. Will
the Government hand over the water supply
15 the loeal authority?

The Minister for Mines: Will they raise
their own funds?

Mr, MaeCallum SMITH: The eredit of the
City of Perth is as good as that of the Gov-
ernment.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: But you will not be
banding it over to the city of Perth. TFre-
mantle will have something to say about that,

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: I merely men-
tioned that the c¢redit of the eity of Perth
is almost as good as that of the Government.
SBurely the metropolitan area, remembering
the amalgamation of road boards and coun-
cils, can raise money just as casily as the
Government, I am quite certain that the
local bodies could control the water supply
& great deal better than is the case at the
present time

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: I am doubtful about

Will the City

it. .
Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: In other words,
the people who at the present time are pay-
ing would have the control in their own
bhands. The water supply and sewerage in
the metrgpolitan districts is controlled just
now by a Government that has no metro-
politan representative in the Cabinet. There-
fore, the metropolitan district has no repre-
sentation whatever in the administration of
the water supply. .

Mr. Pickering: That is not fair.

Mr. MacCalllm SMITH: It is the truth,
anyhow. The administration of the water
supply has proved that we have probably the
most inferior supply of any city in Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: In the world,

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: It is the most
expensive water supply, and the quality of
water is of the poorest. We have been pro-
mised. a new supply by asueccessive Govern-
ments for many years past. The question
has been referred to in policy speeches, but
no Government has yet done anything in the
way of dealing with the subject.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: You must make some
allowanee for the war.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: Before the war
we were told the same thing, that Perth
must have a better water supply. But what
has been done to provide it? Nothing what-
ever. The hon., member knows that our water
supply is very inferior, and that as soon as

- the hot weather approaches the Minister for
Works issnes instructions that the consump-
tion must be restricted. It is ahsurd to
think that in a big eity like Perth we should
he put on a short allowance. How wiil in-
dustries ithat require large quantities of
water progress if their supplies are to be re-
stricted? In many instanees in the higher
levels of the city it is almost impossible dur-
ing eertain hours of the day in the summer
months to get any water at all
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Mrs. Cowan: Not even for a bath..

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: A great many
people who egtablish their homes in the sub-
urbs make gardens and lawns =zt consider-
able expense, and for the want of water in
the summer months these gardens and lawns
are ruined. Year after year we scem to be
kept on a siring in regard to the water sup-
ply and nothing is done.

I'he Minister for Mines:
quantity of water,

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: But it is not
snitable for domestic purposes. Why should
every owner of a garden be compelled to
provide a windmill to raise water from a
well? I admit that the provision of wind-
mills means something to the implement
works, but it is not fair that in addition to
having to pay water rates citizens should
be compelled to provide windmills. Coming
to the extension of the tramway service, I
think the Minister put the case very well
last night. It is hard to understand the
attitude of metropolitan members in objec-
ing to the extension of the tramways. T
conld vndersiand the Country Party members
objecting, for they object to everything, un-
less it is for the covntry. But the metropoli-
tan members should be broader minded.
There are some foolish and extraordinary
objections to the extension of the tramways.
It must be patent to everybody that the
metropolitan area, close into the city, is
being built over very rapidly. There is
scarcely a block of land to be had close to
the trams, ‘The resnit is that ihe priece of
land, amounta to an enormous figure, until
the ordinary man can scarcely afford to buy
a block. The Government have a monopoly
of the trams. At the same time they are
under s moral oblieation to provide the
people of the city with reasonable tramway
facilities. As the eity grows, so must the
tramways extend.

Mr. Angelo: If the country can afford it.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: "It is not a ques-
tion of affording it. The tramways are a
very profitable concern,

Mr. Piekering: They are not.

AMr. MaecCallum SMITH: Generally speak-
ing, they are. Yf the Government are not
prepared to extend the trams, they ought
to hand over the system to the local author-
ity, and let them do it. .

Mr, Pickering: Hand it over at & price.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: Parliament
has no right to close down on the extension
of the tramways. The hon. member said the
system ought to be handed over to the local
authorities at a-price. I say the system should
be handed over at eost. Why shonld the
Government want to make a profit out of it?
Previously the hon. member said the trams
were not paying. TIf that be se, they ought
to be handed over at a price much below
eost. Some hon, members have contended that
the Bill passed last session for the extension
of tramways did not mean exiending the
tramways to South Perth. What does ‘‘ex-
tension’’ mean, except the laying of new

There is any
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rails and the extending of the line in some
direction?

Mr. Pickering: Not necessarily that way.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: The Bill did not
say in what direction, but ‘‘extension’’ can
only mean one thing.

My, Money: It meant chiefly rolling stock.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: XNothing of the
sort.  If so, the Bill would have said so.
It said ‘‘extension,’’ and extension means
Yutting out a line wherever the Minister or
hig expert advisers think best.

Mr. Pickéring: If you want a railway cx-
tended for five miles, a Bill is nceessary.

Mr. MacCallnm SMITH: 1 cannot un-
derstand the members for Leederviile (Capt.
Carter) and Claremont (Mr. .J. Thomson).
The electorate of the last named member has
a very efficient railway service, which is also
much cheaper to users than are the trams.
Moreover, every passenger by railway gets a
seat. Yet the hon. member objects to the
people of South Perth, or any suburb except
Claremont, being provided with a reasonable
tramway service.

Mr. J. Thomson: No.

AMr. MacCallom SMITH: He said he wounld
not agree to extensions being built with lean
money. How is he going to build anything
without loau moncy?

Mr, J. Thomson: By the betterment prin-
¢ciple.

My, MaeCallum SMITH: How can that
be introduced at this stage? It would mean
a reversal of the whole of the State’s poliey,
We have to borrow money for everything.
Every concern with which the hon. member
wag ever connected has been built up on bor-
rowed money. When he sold his iron pro-
position to the Queensland Goverument, he
did not refuse to accept their bonds becaunse
they represented borrowed money.

Mr. J. Thomson: They pgot it all back in
taxes.

My, MaeCallum SMITH: If the hon.
member’s argument were applied all round
it wonld be good-bye fo progress. We must
horrow money, and it is a sound proposition
to do so, provided the money is spent judici-
ously; and to spend money on the exten-
gion of the tramways will be a very profitable
proposition.  Extensions must he  started
somewherp, The expert officers have advised
starting in South Perth. No doubt they have
good reasons for that deeision. There are
other districts awaiting a similar serviee.
There is o great deal of settlement poing on
in the Belmont district withont any tramway
communication. However, I am not going to
ask any morc for Belmont than that those
people shall have their turn served. T would
run trams into any district which affords
promise of providing cheap land for people
wishing to establish homes for themselves.

Mr. A. Thomsan: Would it not be possible
to open up more land along the railway be-
tween Fremantle and Midland Junction?

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: One cannot buy
1and alongside railways, the price is too high.
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Mr. Money: You won't be able te bu
land at Como as soon as the trams rm
through.

Mr, MaeCallum SMITH: Land at Soutl
Perth is ridiculovsly cheap. South Pertl
land ean be purchased at £3, £7, and £11
per bloek, so even if it were doubled in pried
it would still he cheaper than other lanmd
along the tram routes.

Mr, A. Thomson: Why cannot the Railway
Department put in some extrn sidings and
open up fresh arcas of land in the metro
politan area?

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: There is very
fine Jand in South Terth close to the eity
Does the hon. member sugpgest that that land
ghould be kept vacant?

Mr. A, Thomson: No.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: Well, how shall
it be opened up?

Mr. Money: Do not the people in the
country want roads? .

Mr. MaeCallom SMITH: I compliment
the Government on their determination to
extend the tramway sgervice, Decause it
will serve to cnable people to secure cheap
land whereon to build homes, anl 50 live
away from the dust and grime of the
city. But whilst T applaud the Government
for extending the tramways, they should
pay a little attention to the existing ser-
vices, For instance, the ftfram tracks in
some Suburbg are in a disgracefnl condition.
That in Beanfort-street is positively
dangerous, not only to the riding publie
but te the pedestrian public also,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why should the
Government keep the road in order? They
do not use it.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: Yes, they damage
the road. One has only to go up Beaufort-
street to see how those heavy trawns tear up
the roads,

Mr. MeCallum: The tramway people keep
a gang constantly emploved along that
track.

Mr. MacCalium SMITH: The rails are
far teo light for the existing traffie. The
Government should give attention to the
repairing of that partienlar line. They
have relaid the line to Subiaco, and a very
fine line it is now, and no doubt later on they
will relay the Beaufort-street line, They alse
require to increase the rolling stock of the
system.

Mr. Pickering: And serap some of it.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: Yes. Tt is
quite impossible during busy hours to pet
a seat in a tramear. The trams are dis-
gracefully overcrowided. Such a condition
of affairs was not tolerated when the com-
pany was running the serviee, but mow
the Government take advantage of their
position and allow disgraceful overcrowa.
ing. They charge high faves, and deo not
give any value in return. People who live
along the railways can obtain very cheap
travelling facilities, but not so the pcople
who live on tram tracks.
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Mr. A, Thomsen: Travelling by tram is
cheaper than travelling by railways.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: Not at all
The hon. member does not know what he
is talking about. T have travelled in trams
in Adelaide, Sydney, Melbourne and Fre-
maptle, and I say that nowhere else in
Australia do the disgraceful conditions of
overcrowding obtain as in Perth,

Mr. Money: Will you not inecrease the
overcrowding if you reduce the fares?

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: We require ex-
tra ears on the existing lines.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You will get them
within the next few months.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: We have been
promised them for many years.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The material was
nnobtainable before, buf they have got it
now.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: We want many
new cars,

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
within & few weeks,

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: And the depart-
ment will again rest oun its cars and, with the
population ever inecreasing, the p031t10u wiil
quickly be ag bad as ever,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: At present tramcars
enst nearly £4,000 apiece.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: They do not
cost as much as do railway coaches. More-
over, the people who use the railways can
buy season tickets and travel backwards
and forwards for a minimum fare.

Mr. Willeock: And people stand in the
railway trains.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: Tf that is so
there should be more carriages put on the
railways. Tf they are as bad as the trams
they must be in a bhad state.

Mr., Willcock : They are worse. You
should try to get into the train for Leeder-
ville.

Mr, MaecCallum SMITH: During the
busy hours there are more people walking
than there are travelling by the trams, The
Government are losing pgood business and
are not treating the users of the trams as
they ought to. With regard to the wheat
pool, the subjeet will no doubt appeal to
the member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering).

Mr. Pickering: T know as much abouat it
as you do.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: I do not
favour the establishment of a wheat pool,
if it is to he hacked up by the eredit of the
State without the people of the Statc re-
ceiving proper consideration.

Mr. Willeock: And representation,

Alr. MaeCallum SMITH: If the farmers
like to do so they can form a wheat
pool of their own. We cannot object to
that for it is a free country. No doubt the
farmers, in the event of forming their own
pool, would demand and obtain the London
parity for their wheat, When, however,
they ask the State to back them up I say
that the people, who must find the money
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and the people whose credit is to agsist the
farmers in the establishment of a wheat
pool, are justified in asking that they should
receive some consideration.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair]

Mr. Pickering: That is what we propose.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: What considera-
tion is it proposed to extend to the people?
I would remind the member for Sussex that
several other industries have been feeling
the pinch in addition to the farmers, and
that is because they have been compelled
to pay excessively for their requirements.

Mr. Hickmott: Do you think this is
caused by the pooling of the wheat?

Hon, P. Collier. It i3 caused by the 9s.
per bushel,

My, MacCallum SMITH: It is caunsed
by those industries being compeiled to pay
the farmers exorbitant prices for their
wheat.

Hon. P. Collier: I said all that last session
but goft ne support from your side of the
House. They are all reformed mow.

Mr. Mawn: Do net blame the new mem-
bers.

Hon. P. Collier: I think the hon.
is the only exeeption,

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: I have not
changed my opinton. I am as strongly con-
vinced as cver that these other industries
shonld receive more consideration than they
are getting, especially when their credit is
to be used to enable the farmers to establish
a wheat pool,

AMr. Pickering: Has not the question of
flour to do with the question of offal?

The Colonial Secretary: It has never cost
the taxpayer a penny.

Mr, MacCallnm SMITH: That is more
by good luck than good management. It is
only through our credit that the wheat poot
has heen established. It is the good name
of the State which is benind the pool.

Hon. W. .C. Apgwin: That has cost the
taxpayer something.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH : Indirectly it
has cost the taxpayer a good deal of money.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member
for North Perth is addressing the Chair, I
cannot hear more than one speaker at a time.

Mr. MaeCallom SMITH : Through the
State Government the farmers have been en-
abled to eatablish this pool. T now under-
stand it is proposed to establish another.

Mr. Pickering: Yes.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: I do not say
it is the unanimouws wish of the farmers.
There is a considerable difference of opinion
as to whether or not the pool shonld be con-
tinned. If it is going to be established and
backed wp by the State Government with the
credit of the State what are the people go-
ing to get out of it?

Mr, Pickering: T am surprised at you.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: I am a wheat
farmer myself and it would suit me to have
a wheat pool on those lines, but there are

member
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other people in the State to be considered,
also primary producers, such as the pig farm-
er, the pouliry farmer, and the dairy farmer.

Mr, A, Thomson: You do not suggest that
they shonld get our wheat at less than its
value?

Mr. Underwood: What is its value?

Mr. A. Thomson: What the farmers can
get for it. .

Mr, Underwood: What they can charge
us for it.

The DEFUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MacCallum SMITH : I suggest that
they should get the same treatment as the
wheat farmers get,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: As the farmers got
in 1914 when they had no facilities.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: The wheat
farmers are having their super carried at a
nominal figure, which has meant a great loss
to the State. Last year it represented a loss
of £66,000,

Hon, P, Collier: It would now be £100,000
on the present figures. It was £60,000 ob
the old low freight.

Mr, MaecCallum SMITH: 1 am gquoting
from the old freights. This wag done to en-
courage them to grow wheat. The argument
put forward in granting this consideration
was that if they were given cheap rates for
their super they would be enabled to grow
more wheat and the railways would have so
much more profitable back leading. In actual
faet there was a loss of £120,000. Altogether
the wheat farmers have cost the country
nearly £190,000.

Mr. A. Thomson: Do you suggest cutting
ont wheat growing for the farmer?

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: I suggest that
he should pay for the services rendered to
him, and should allow us a reasomable profit
ingtead of our carrying goods for him at a
loss. Now that he i3 getting 8s. or 9s. a
bushel he should admit that he is making
& handsome profit, and be prepared to pay
the full freight upon his super, ete.

Mr. A, Thomson: If you will gnarantee 8s.
they will pay you the increased freights.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hoan. member must allow the member for
North Perth to continue his speech without
interruption.

Mr. MacCallum S8MITH : The industry
should pay the cost of carrying the wheat and
super so that the community should not have
to make up the deficiency, more particularly
in view of the high priee that the farmers
are now receiving for their wheat. The mem-
ber for York (Mr. Latham) urged the pgold
miners to give a litfle consideration to a fall-
ing industry and accept slightly reduced wages
in order to keep it going. 1 suggest that he
apply that principle to his own particular
industry. The wheat farmer should aceept
a little lower price for his wheat for loeal
consumption, so that these other industries
might not be hampered.

Mr, A, Thomson: I suppose they will get
machinery at a lower rate too.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MaeCallom SMITH: The State en-
terprises have been touched upon by various
members. It is very hard to ascertain
whether these concerns are really paying or
not. We are told by one Minister that they
are not making a profit, and by another that
the contrary is the case,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Who said they were
not paying?

Mr, MaeCallum SMITH: I think the
Premier said so. [

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He said there was a
profit.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: There iy a con-
siderable doubt as to whether they are pay-
ing or not.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is not much
doubt about it.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH : There is not much
donbt that they are not paying. On the Im-
plement Works alone there has had to be
written off the sum of about £115,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Those were the old
works., It was a lot of rnbbish. .

Mr. MacCallum SMITH : I believe the
works are made to pay hecause there is a
great deal of Government work placed in their
hands, and they charge more than double the
price that the work eould be done at ontside.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do not make any
mistake about that.

Mr. MaeCallom SMITH: There is a con-
siderable amount of work sent there.

Hon. P. Collier: Give us an ingtance. A
general statement like this is not fair.

Mr, MaeCallum SMITH: I caunnot give an
instance at this moment.

Hon. P. Collier: These general statements
are unfair,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are not true.

Hon, P. Collier: They are not fair because
they are not true.

Mr. MaeCallom SMITH: We should have
an outside investigatibn into the State trad-
ing enterprises so that the House may be able
to decide whether they are paying or not. If
they are not paying they should be discon-
tinued.

Hon. P. Collier: The president of the
Chamber of Manufaectures said at the annnal
meeting the other day that the Wyndkam
Meat Works had cost one million pounds.
He was only a quarter of a million out.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: They will prob-
ably ecost a million before we have done with
them. He has only anticipated things a little.
At all events, they have cost a considerable
sum of money.

Hon. P. Collier: Talk about slander!

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: I believe they
have cost so far £700,000 and they are not
in operation to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: What did they costi

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: About £700,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Fremantle and
Carnarvon Works are not in operation, and
{he same thing applies to several in Queens-
land.

Hob. P. Collier: And to Darwin.
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Mr,
make the wmajter any better.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: It is because of the
state of the market, and not the fault of the
works.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: If the State en-
terprises are not paying they should be got
rid of,

Mr, Pickering: We are losing £70,000 .a
Jyear.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: I am sorry the
Government missed the opportunity of get-
ting rid of the State Sawmills whén they bad
the chance of doing so at a profit.

Mr. A. Thomson: I do not know that they
had the chance.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: We arc told that
they did.

Hon. P. Collier: It was stated in the Press
‘that it was your party which stopped it.

Mr. A. Thomson: Everything that appears
in the Press is not true.

Mr. Mae¢Callum SMITH: Referenee has
been made to workera’ homes. That is a
matter which concerns the metropolitan area.

My. Pickering: The country districts.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: For some reason
the Government decided to posipone the erec-
tion of workers’ hombs.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That order has been
cancelled.

Mr. MacCallom SMITH: Yes, but they
shonld not have postponed the work because
a handsome profif was being made by the
board. The Govermment were hard up and
80 they took all the profit and put it into
consolidated revenue. I draw the attention
of members to what the chairman of the
- Workers’ Homes Board said in his last re-
port. He said—#

The net profit for the year under review
after providing for sinking fund is
£71 6s. 84. The result of the easing off
of operations and the investment of repaid
capital in treasury investments is a loss of
interest aggregating £1,500, equal to an
annual loss of about £700. But for the loss
the profit for the year would have been in-
creased accordingly. TUntil snch capital is
made available by the Treasury and re-
invested as provided in the Act this loss
must continwe, . . It is well known that
there iz a shortage of house accommoda-
tion for- the civilian community in some
eountry towns and metropelitan suburbs.

Notwithstanding this, the Government put
aside this very excellent method of providing
honse accommodation for our increasing
popuiation.

Mr. ‘Pickering: It is ecosting £900 now
when it cost £500 bhefore to build a house.

Mr., MacCailum SMITH: It was costing the
Government nothing at all. The cost was paid
by the people for whom the homes were built,

Mr. Pickering: Put they had to pay it
back.

Mr. Underwood: If they do pay it in the
course of 30 years!
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Mr, MaeCallum SMITH: According to the
report they paid up well, Notwithstanding
that the operations of the Workers’' Homes
Board have been postponmed they are still
showing a profit. In previous years a hand-
some profit was made,

‘Hon. W. C. Angwin: A very good trading
coneern,

Mr, MaceCallum SMITH: It is not a trad-
ing concern. It is a way of enabling many
people: to build their awn homes, I am pleased
to note that the Government have decifded to
re-commence the operations of the board and
I trust that they will not be restricted in
future. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It all depends upon
the security,

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: Accommodution
for the people is urgently needed. The
Minister for Mines referred last night to that
aspect and drew attention to the fact that
two or three families ave liviug in one house
in some parts. of Perth. The time has ar-
rived when we should launch out in- the
direction I have indicated.

Mr, Money: They would live in the coun-
try if there were houses. Instead of that
they come to the city and live two or three
families in the one house.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: The Workers'
Homes Act applies to the country ag well

Mr. -A. Thomson: That is so, and the
board have been building bouses under that
Act in the country eentres.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: I do not ob-
jeet to the operations being extended to the
country by any means.

The Minister for Mines: We are operat-
ing under the Act ali throngh the country.

Mr. A, Thomson: As a matter of faet, we
can get houses cheaper in the country than
in the city.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: It has to be
recognised that in the city men have to live
in close proximity to their work and hence
they ereet their houses in places which they
otherwise would not select. I would like to
see the operations extended not oniy through-
out the metropolitan area, but in the country
distriets as well.

Mr. A. Thomson: You would have to in-
crease the capital amount beyond the maxi-
mum of £550.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: That does not
matter so long as the operations of the
board pay handsomely as they have done in
the past. With reference to the Civil Ser-
viece, I have mentioned the fact on former
oceasions that they shondd be lioused under
one roof, but very little has heen done to
secure that end. The Civil Serviee will al-
ways be expensive until we have all the de-
partments under ome roof,

The Minister for Mines: If one depart-
ment was under one roof it would not be
as bad as it is at the present time. I have
parts of my department scattered all over
the place.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: That means
greater cost and less efficiency. The Govern-
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ment have some very fine land that they
could torn to use in the direction T have sug-
gested. Tt would pay to borrow money to
put up a substantial pile of buildixgs so that
every Government Department could be
housed under the one roof. I that were done,
we conld dispense with all the separate ae-

eonnting  departments and  different type-
writing departments and so on.
Hon. W, (. Angwin: We told you that in

1015, but vou turned it down.

Mr, MacCallom SMITH: I advoeated it
in 1914, so I was ghead of the hon. mem-
ber.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: We had the plans
prepared, but von would not look them. Al-
though we had the plans prepared, when the
present Minister for Mines introduced them
in this Chamber, you would not hear of it,
not one of you.

Mr. AMacCallum SMITH: T lhope this
matter will be taken uwp again, beeause if
all Government Departments were placed in
one administrative building, it would not
only mean the saving of much money but
there would be greater efficicney throughont
the service.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: We aetually started
the building, but had to stop.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: I hope the
Government will not give up their savings
bank business, but that the institution whieh
has proved profitable and a great eonvenience
‘to the public will he extended. TInstead of
reducing our bhanking aecommodation, we
ghould extend it and thus encourage people
to save morc than they are doing at the pre-
sent time. If we reduce our banking facili-
ties, the opportunity for the people to save
wiil not be so great. The Premier has pre-
mised to appoint a Royal Commission on
Lunacy.

Hon, P. Collier:
the last investigation,

Mr. MaeCallom SMITH: I helieve in
the appointment of a Roya! Commission in
view of what the seleet committee were able
to unearth when they investigated matters
at the Claremont Hospital for the Ingane.
Tlere is good reason for'a Royal Comnission
and the more investigation of such a matter
that we bave, the better it will he. T would
Yike to see the Government set down as one
of the aspeets to be inquired into, the root
eauses of insanity, The (Commission will in-
quire inte the management of the institu-
tion, into the treatment of patients and so
on, but to my mind the most important ques-
tion is what is the cause of lunacy.

Hon. P. Collier: Party politics,

My, MaeCallum SMITH:  The cost of
the institution inereases year after year. Last
vear it increased to some £90,000. T have my
own ideas as to what is the canse of a great
deal of lunacy in this State, but this
is not the proper time to go into that aspect.
If a proper inquity were made into that as-
peet we might seenre information to enable
us to reduee the number of our insane. It is

It was justified after
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of no advantage to this eountry that the num-
ber of lunaties should be imgreased. We
want to reduce their number and I am quite
certain a good deal ean be dome in the
matter.

Mr. Underwood:
causes lunacy?

Mr., MacCallum SMITH:
few lunaties in journalism,

Mr, Pickering: XNot very meny.

The Minister for AMines:  They
weel-end ramblers, are they?

Mr, MdeCallum SMITH: If the mem-
ber for Pilbara’s question were included
within the secpe of the Commission he could
give evidence of his experience——

Mr. Underwood: As a journalist.

Mr. MacCallotn SMITH: There is an-
cther matter which wmight ¢ome well withip
the scope of the Commission and that is the
treatment of our mentally deficienr children.
There are many cases of mental de-
ficieney among the children of this State,
and there is no place provided where they
ean be properly taken care of. Some pro-
vision should be made fo meet this position,
and the Royal Comimission on Lunaey counld
very well deal with that problem. T am
pleased to sece that a-charity tax has been
promised, but apparently the Government in-
tend to limit the tax to hospitals. Tt shquld
be extended to cover all forms of charity.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It should be general -
taxation.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: That i3 so. Tt
ig well known that a great aumber of
people who should contribute to the support
of our various institutions invariably button
up their pockets and never give a penny.
These institutions musta be maintained,
for we recognise that they must ex-
ist. That being =0, it is the duty of the
State’ and of the Government to provide
means to see that they are maintained
and the charity tax should bhe provided.

The Minister for Mines: The trouble is to
decide where charity begins, and where it
endsa.

Mra. Cowan: Give us the tax and we will
decide that afterwards,

Me. MaeCalluiy SMITH: In addition to
that aspect, there is considerable waste in
conneetion with charitable appeals at the pre-
gsent time. For instance, someene organises
a coucert and it perhaps realises £100, but it
may eost £7F to raise that amount, Thus,
there ia a great waste of effort and waste of
money. By a gencral charities tox, everyone
who ean afford to do so, will be compelled to
do his share towards the maintennnce of
these institutions, In counclusion, may T ex-
press the hope that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, who has offered fo assist the Govern-
ment in every way possible, will keep his
word. T would warn—

The Minister for Mines: Here is the Seoteh
caution,

My, MaeCallum SMITH: T would warm
the Government, while it is very nice tn have

Do you think journalism

There are a

are not
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these expressions from the Leader of the
Opposition, to ‘‘teware of the Greeks when
they come with gifts in their hands.’’

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.56]: T desire
first of all to thank members for the Kindly
expressions of sympathy cxtended to me dur-
ing my rccent seriors illness and also for
the very comdinl reception accorded me this
evening. As a stranger in the House—this
i3 my first appeararce—it is delightful to he
et with so manv expressions of friendli-
nessa. I hesitate to allude to onc of the re-
marks made by the member for North Perth
(Mr. MacCallum Smith), but the expressions
he has wvsed, embolien me becanse he said
that this Chamber in its altered circumstauces
resembled a Garden of Eden, That heing so,
one who has recently recovered from a seri-
ous illness may be permitted to throw aside
any diffidence which might otherwise be ex-
peeted of him. As members may kunow, T
have the honour to be a member of the Coun-
try Party, an organisation which iz destined
to become and, in fact, has hecome, a great
power in the land. [ cannot help thinking
that the famous general of former times,
Horatius, had in view perhaps the establish-
ment of the Country Party when he used
those words, ‘‘Where none was for party
but ail were for the State.’’ The Country
Party, I am sure, is always for the State and
has no other obhjective than the improvement
of the eonditions of the general conmmunity.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: That shows yorr in-
experience.

Mr. SAMPSON: I'n common with the clee-
torate of Swan, which I have the honour to
represent, there are many other clectorates
which have the same difficulties to face. In
Western Australia there are over 22,0006 acres
‘of orchard, vineyard, and similarly cultivated
ecountry. This area is enltivated by men, and
in some cases by women, who are labouring
under very great disadvantages. Fruit pro-
dnets imported inte Western Anstralia for
the year ended the 30th June last totalled
£209,000 in value, while the importations of
vegetables, sanges, pickles, ete., representei
a total of over £166,000, and poultry and
egas another £10,000, aggregating in all
£323,000.  In referring to those fizures [ desire
to point out that unfortunately the fruit-
grower is alwavs faced with a glutted market
during the fruit season. iIn the early part of
thig year the Williams Bou Creton or Bartlett
pears were being sent to Perth to realise as
low a price as from 1s, 6d. to 2s. per case,
and in spite of the faet that the
cost of each fruit ecase was approximately
t0 within a fraction of a shilling.
On each oceasion the froitgrower has to pro-
vide a new case. This i3 one of the difficul-
ties with which he is faced. It is one of the
diffieulties which it was hoped might be reme-
died. Fruitgrowing is a very important in-
dustry and members will agree it ia only
reasonable that special consideration should
be cxtended towards it by the Government.

© eages of pears.
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This could have been done by the State saw-
mills supplying fruit cases at a reducad price,
but unfortunately this trading concern
charges the same price as the other saw-
millers.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Pickering: Berause it is in thé com-
Line.

Mr. BAMPSON: The speeinl difficulties
with which the fruitgrowers are confronted
justify the expeetation that they will reccive
some relief. The dairying industry is a very
important one in many parts of the Seate.
It is particnlarly important inasmuch ags
dairy produce to the value of over £440,000
is imported into Western Australia overy
vear, The dairy farmer has a very hard row
to hoe and we look to the Government for
asgistance in the way of money to provide
roads. Dairy farmers are wsually located in
arcas where they have cither to do without
roads or torm werking hees to make roads
for themselves. Lt might e news te some
metropolitan mpmbers that, in districts as
viose as the road heard adjoining Belmont
and one in which T am particularly interested,
ratepayers have formed working hees in order
to construet a voad for themselves. They
have provided the money and the rse of
horaes for this purpose.

My, Money: XNo tramways there.

Mr. SAMPSON:  Although T do uot de-
sire to quarrel with the South Perth people
in regard to the extension of the trmmnways,
I propose to make refercnce te this qnestion
later on. The people of whom I have spoken
have done this work in order that they might
be able to get their produce to market. T
know one man whe, after paving rates to the
local anthority for 16 wvears, had to assist to
make his own voad. This is very discourag-

ing. In the country istriets, however,
a  remarkably fine  spirit  prevails, a
spirit  of pluck and  energy, and it

would amaze some of the people who live in
the ¢ity as it amazed e, to find how bravely
these men grapple with the problems with
which they are confronted. The fruiterower
is in a bad wayr. T have already pointed ont
how he is faced each year with a glutted
markef. A voung man goes out to the coun-
try and takes up a block of land., After five
to seven years the crop begins to come in.
Meanwhile lhe has to support himself by
working for the local road beard or for the
older settlers. When the czop comes -in,
however; this vafortunate man and his wife
find that the returns which thev receive for
their produce are disappointingly s=mall. A
man neecds a stout heart when he views the
small rcturns he gets for hiz labour. 1
was connected with an orehard for some 14
Fears, and on one oceasion sent down eight
The pears were sold, and in
return two penny stamps were received. That
was all that was got for the labour. Early
this year several soldier settlers waited on
the Darling Range road board with a re-
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quest that certain road facilities should be
provided. The work Qid not require much
money and we were able to put it in hand.
One of the settlers told us that, in order to
keep the pot boiling, he had plaited toma-
toes and had sent four cases to market. He
had just reeeived the returns and for the
four ¢ases of tomatoes he received a net return
of 3d. This wae at a time when the State
was importing fruit produncts. During the
vear ,we imported fruit products in the form
of jams, jellies, tomato sauee and so0 on to
the value of £385,000.

The Minister for Mines: Why ?

Mr. SAMPSON: Because the market has
never been organised and the grower is com-
stantly confronted with a glatted market
and receives no return for his labour,

The Minister for Mines: You want to or-
ganise and put the acid on the retailers.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is not my desire that
any extra eost should be imposed upon con-
sumers. Consumers always have to pay very
heavy prices for these produets. In Perth a
few weeks ago oranges were selling for 2s.,
2s. 6d., and 3s. a dozen, and at the same time
the unfortunate grower was' receiving down
to 3s. 6d. a case for them. This problem
however, has a much wider significance be-
eause of the money which is heing sent out
of the State. Growers and their families
find that they are quite unable to continue
in the industry, and so the present lack of
organisation has the effect of increasing the
influx to the city concerning which we are
all so anxious. Soeme of ws are continually
telling the people that we do not desire that
Perth should be further glorified at the ex-
pense of the country. Even the member for
North Perth (Mr. MaeCallam Smith), who
has shown such solicitude for the consumer
of wheat, would admit that the man on the
land deserves the utmoest counsideration, and
that if we look after the country Perth will
easily he able to look after itself.

My, Money: Quite right.

Mr, Richardson: We will look after it.

My, SAMPSON: The first need of the
growers is organisation, and in connection
with that organisation, one necessity is an
up to date refrigerator. I understand that
some time ago a commission was appeointed
to consider the question of erecting a modern
refrigerator. The question, however, died an
uvienatural death and nothing further has been
heard of it., A modern refrigerator is ur-
gently necded, There are people who con-
tend that in Perth there is ample refriger-
ator spaee already. During the last apple
geason 40,000 cases of apples were turned
away, and sinee it was impossible to place
them in cold storage, it is only natural to
assume that they were returned to mother
earth. Very often fruit is returned to
mother earth because the grower knews that
it will not pay to send it into Perth.

Mr. Money: It is absolutely wasted.

Mr, SAMPSON: That is so. A man at
Kalamunda the other day mnformed me that
a certain grower had had tons of pears and
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should have sent them into Perth. T pointed
oint that while he would get perhaps 1s. 9d.
a case in Perth for them, the case wounld
cost him 1s. and in addition he would have
the cost of packing, transport, and com-
mission charges to meet, The man admitted
that this was so, hut he added ‘It would
save him borying the fryit.”' This, un-
fortunately, is the position. While we are
losing the money which is being sent out
of the State, we are practically foreing these
men and women from the land, What woman,
however brave she might be, would stand
te a man year after year when he was
unable to provide her with a reasonable
amount for food and clothing.

Mr. Pickering: And the women are the
ones who suffer most.

Mr, SAMPSON: The children are forced
to work long before they should; they have
to wark before and after sehool hours. Refer-
ring to school matters, some further considera-
tion shonld be given to the annual amount of
£30 allowed for scholarships, which is in-
sufficient to pay for board. Consequently
a heavy burden falls upon the pareants, be-
cause they are prepared to make a sacrifice
in order that a specially bright child should
be given aun opportunity, The little brothers
and sisters also have tu share in the saeri-
fice. They do not know it, but they have to
go short simply because their parents can-
not afford to give them all they should
have.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are tooc late in
the day telling us that people are poverty
stricken,

Mr. SAMPSON: I would be pleased to
take the hon. member out to my dis-
trict. He would not find people pleading
poverty, but he would find such a remark-
able exhibition of thrift as would surprise
even him. These people would not admit
that they were poverty stricken.

The Minister for Mines: The fruitgrow-
ers at Mt. Barker had the same difficulty.
Why not organise as they did?

Mr., SAMPRON: No man minds working
hard so long as he gets something for his
labour, but it would break the heart of the
strongest man to work year after year and
to get no return for his labours.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SAMPSON: Before tea I was re-
ferring to the dairying industry and its
need of encouragement-—-encouragement in
the way of herd testing and the importa-
tion of pure-bred stock. At present, of
course, a small dairyman ig quite unable to
afford the necessary stock to improve his
herd; and so a mongrel type of cattle is
being bred, with a consequent decrease of
the profits which should be forthcoming.
The fruit growing industry might be
assisted in wvarions ways. It has already
been advantaged by the opening of kerb-
stone markets, for which many of the
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growers are extremely grateful. We are
now looking to the Primary Producers’
Asgsociation for a good deal of help in the
matter of the distribution of fruit in the
wheat growing and other country areas. In
those areas there are numbers of co-
operative stores, and arrangements are now
being made by the Primary Producers’
Association for the distribution of fruit
through the agency of these stores. That
will have a most beneficial effect in reliev-
ing congestion, But, coming to the point
of thc assistance which the Government
might give, T would refer to the need
for refrigerators in Perth and throughout
the fruit growing distriets, Last February
or March I observed fruit being sent into
the market here from at least one centre
and being suld for as low as 2s, and even
1s. 6d. per case. The establishment of
refrigerators in the various fruit growing
centres would prevent such an oceurrence
in future. A very practical grower—I re-
fer to Mr. Tom Price, of Illawarra orchard,
beyond Kalamunda—has his own refrigera-
tor, of a capacity of about 10,000 cases.
When I was on his orchard Mr. Price was
picking his pears and pntting them into his
own cold store. Later on, those pears would
be released and a reasonable price obtained
for them, Of course the small fruit-
grower is quite wunable to provide his
own cold storage, and in this mat-
ter assistance i3 looked for from the
Government. There is in existence' 2
refrigerator in Wellington-street, as hon.
members may he aware. It is stated to be
an obsolete arrrangement, and one requiring
the maximum of manual efort in order to
secure n minimum of result. T mentioned
previonsly that the Government had given
their attention to the establishment of a mod-
ern refrigerator, but that for some unknown
reason the project was dropped. I understand
that the departmental reports were favour-
able to the project; and it iz my intention
at a later stage, to ask that the papers
comneeted  with the matter be Iaid on
the Table. Ancther remedy for gluts, and
also a remedy for the continual outpouring
of money from this State, iz the establish-
ment of jam factories. We have to-day in
FPerth one jam factory, and & very good fae-
tory, manufacturing the ‘‘Reindeer’’ brand.
But that faetory, good as it ig, is quite insuffi-
cient to supply the needs of the Western Aus-
tralian people in the form of jam. Tn this
matter the frvitgrowers leok to the Govern-
ment for support in the same way as the
© Queengland fruitgrowers were granted sup-
port by the Governmert of their State. Our
growers want to see canning factories and
puiping plants established, feeling that when
these things have been done it will be pos-
gible for them to make some progregs. More-
over, the effect would be to prevent money
going out of the State. T am sure hon. mem-
bers realise the great importance of retaining
this money in Western Australia, as well as
of retaining the growers on their holdings. I
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am’indeed pleased that many hon. members
have spoken in favour of taxing unimproved
lands which abut on railways, or are in the
vicinity of existing lines. T earnestly hope that
something definite will be done in this matter
during the present session. OQur railway loss
could, T think, be turned into a profit if those
lands were forced into use. That would also
be a means towards the wiping out of the
deficit, which desirable end would be further
promoted by the adeption of meaus'favauring
the vse here of our own orchard products.
Vith regard to the South Perth tramways
there has been a good deal of controversy. In
that connection the position of country mem-
bers is very difficult. I could quite under-
stand the member for North Perth (Mr. Maec-
Callum S8mith), if he were where he should
be, namely with the Country Party, giving
many sound reasons why the construction of
the extension should be deferred. However,
I have no intention at present of making any
such suggestion. Still I would urge that the
Government, before irrevoeably committing
themselves to the building of the extensiutf,
censider the moter bus means of transit,
which in other parts of the world has been
found to be far more suvitable and economical
and flexible, and gemerally of far greater
service to the publie, than tramways,

Mr. Clydesdale: That would not be the
ease on these roads.

AMr. SAMPSOXN: The roads would require
to be reconstructed, in any case, when the
tramways are laid, T am not posing as an
expert on either trams or motor buses; but
I.think the least that might be done is to
give serious attemtion to the claims of hoth
systems of transport, Personally T am in-
clined to think that the result would be a
consensus of opinion in favour of motor buses,
which in the Ol Country have proved a far
better and far more etanomical and far more
satisfactory means of transit.

Mr, MacCallum Smith: Motor buses had gz
trial hera.

Mr. SAMPSON: Ng doubt they did; but
that was in the carly days of the internal
combustion engine. To-day one of those motor
buses would be valuable only as an exhibit
for a museam. The motor bus of to-day is
a4 very reliable machine. .

Mr. Clydesdale: On good reads.

Mr. SAMPSON. We must have good .roads'
before we can rumn trams on them, I believe
that the keeping of the highway in suffie-
iently good repair for the running of motor
huges would be the better metliod. " T Jesire
to congratulate the Government on what they
have done in regard to the Tourist Burean.
They have removed the institution to Barrack:
street, and the general publie are now getting
to know where it is. I consider that in Mt
Hayward the Government have a very able
man, who displays a great deal of enthus-
iasm. Only the other day a friend of mine,
after visiting the Tourist Bureau, said to me,
‘‘The time has gone by when Western Aus.
tralians need go East for a holiday, because at
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last we have a department which is alive to
the opportunities for holiday-making that ex-
ist here; and in place of Western Australians
having to go East for & trip, they may now
take as their motto, ‘See Western Australia
first,” and trips are all ready mapped out
for them.’’ We can honestly congratulate
ourselves on the ceming about of this im-
provement. Regarding immigration I think
we are all of one mind as to the need for a
vigorous pelicy. In this counection I cannot
help expressing wmy feeling that our Agent
General's office has for too long been a kind
of socvial rendezvous instead of a place where
information regarding Western Australia ean
be obtained. Having visited the Agent Gen-
eral’s office, 1 have been amazed at the {di(f-
eulty in obtaining information.

Mr. Teesdale: You must not say that here;
it is very unpopular.

Mr. SAMPSOX: Only on my second or
third visit wag L able to get the information
I wanted. It was in the form of printed mat-
ter. I was bold enough, just shortly before
the war, to hold a meeting of Devonshire lads
with a view to recommending them to come
out here  and settle on the land. It took
at lJeast two visits to the Agent General's
oflice before | could obtain the printed
matter giving the exact details I wished to
place before my andience of possible immi-
grants. At a later stage I intend to move
for a return showing the persounel of the
Agent General's office. 1 hope to learn that
they are all Western Australians, and that
they all know something of Western Austra-
lia. ' .

Mr. Teesdale: Only three of them have ever
been in Western Australia,

Mr. SAMPSON: Then the staf shonld be
changed. [ make no reference to the recent
report with regard to furniture, but T do
say that the staff of our Agent Geuneral's
offive should undoubtedly be composed of
‘Western Australians, men who are eathus-
jastie regarding this State and have some
knowledge of it, and who, when a passible
immigrant comes along for information, will
see that he obtains the most reliable ani most
up-to-date information that it is possible to
supply. The need of water is an ever-pressing
preblem in this State, and nowhere is it more
require] than in some parts of the Swan dis-
trict. 1 hope 1 will not be considered paro-
chial in referring to the Swan district, but T
may tell bon. members that Parkerville has
ne water serviee, and that last vear several
cases ot tvphoid fever occurred there as the
regult of the absence of good drinkirg water.
At Darlington also there is no water available
aml each summer the place is deserted he-
canse of that.

Mr. Lamhert: Do they not store water in
tanks?

Mr. SAMPSOX: Yes, but to supply the
nceds of everyone in those plaves it would
be neeessary to have tanks of hix sterage
capacity to carry enough water to last
throughout the summer.  Glen Forrest and

[ASSEMBLY.]

Swan View are also without water supplies,
and I earnestly hope when the Estimates are
being framed consideration will be given to
the needs of the places | have mentioned
becanse we cannot expeet to develop them
without an adequate water supply, If water
were available at Darlington, 1 venture to
say that within three years there would be
resident in that place trom five to cipht
times the number of people who are there
to-day, while such unfortunate happenings as
an outbreak of typhoid fever in the hills
would not be known. We look forward to the
time when the main roads of the State will he
controlled Ly the Government, and when we
shall have uniform construction. This will
be an advantage to cveryone concerned, T
have made some reference to the manner in
which settlers in the different districts work
and are prepared to go out and work amd
thus previde themselves with roads. These
settlers in fact are working In sowme districty
to-day, althouzh ratepayers for many years.
it is very unfair that that shoutd lie go. aml
I am hopeful that it will be possible for the
Minister to revert to the payment of the sab-
sidy which was voted in the pre-war period.
It we are to prosper, we must pive people
roads over which to earry their produve to
market. Perishable produce such as soft
fruits caunot be carried over bald roads he-
caus? ot their liahility to injury. The pre-
war subsidy should be again paid at almost
any ecost if we wigh to preserve our industries
and particularly that of fruit growing. [If
il is desired to prove the oft-repeated state-
ment that we are out to help the producess,
and that it is not our intention to plorify
Perth, the Government should do as [ sug-
gest.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [7.30]: T
wish to join with other members in extending
hearty * congratulationa to the new members
on their election to ithis House. It is not my
intention to labour the question of the adop-
tion of the Address-in-reply. [ have read the
Governor 's Speech, but I have failed to find
much of great importawee in it. - My chief
object in addressing a few remarks to the
House is to refute statements made by my
friends on the Opposition benches with ref-
ercuee to the position of the members of the
Country Party, and their association with
outside bodies. I hiave been a member of the
Country Party sinee its inception and [ can
henestly say without fear of contradiction
that during the whole of my experience I
have never been spoken to in connection with
what I have done or what I have not dove,

Hon. P. Collier: They treat you with rev-
erenee as the father of the family, ’

AMr, HICKMOTT: A preat deal of atten-
tion has been directeil to the Country Party
hy the Leader of the OQpposition and the
member for North-East Fremantle (How.
W, C. Angwin), and also the member for
Mount Magmet {Mer, Troy). Judging by the
articulations and gesticulations of the wmem-
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her for Mount Magmet, one would think that
the oceupants of these bemches around me
were people to be dreaded, and not tolerated
in this House. I take scecond place to no
man in this building for honourable and
straightforward dealing.  Wherever T have
been throughout Aunstralip my reputation will
stand looking into for straightforward and
honest dealing. I believe in being regpon-
sible to the people Wwho sent me here, and I
think T have been so far, at all cvents. The
Leader of the Opposition said that there was
no member of the Country Party at election
time who could define his position. I have
no hesitation in stating that I distinetly said
that I was in favour of the present Premier
occupying the position he is in now. T said
that we had had a considerable number of
changes since T haid occupied a seat in [Par-
Hament, and that everybody had threatened
to Qo' something wonderful so far as the
Bnances were concerned, but that up to that
time nobody had done anything.

Hon. P. Collier: Exeept the present Pre-
mier.

Mr. HICEMOTT:
present Premier,

Tion. P. Collier:
supporter. .

Mr. HICEMOTT: So far as I am con-
eerned, T am going to give that gentleman
a chance to see what he ean do. The people
who were visited by the present Premier re-
ceived him with open arms, and said that he
was the right man in the right place who
would settle people on the land. So far as
I was personally concerned and also the
party with which I was allied, were in favour
of giving him a fair chance to see what he
eould do.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That was not what
you did; you decided afterwards what to do.

Mr, HICKMOTT: The Leader of the Op-
position and the hon. member who has juat
interjected acemsed the Country Party of
squeezing the Government.

Mr. Lambert: And it was not an affec-
tionate squeeze either. '

Mr. HICKMOTT: I do not know what
we have squeezed out of the Government. I
have never approached the Government for
anything ont of the common, and I do not
know that any member of the party has asked
the Government to do anything but what was
necessary. By the word ‘‘squeezing,’’ did
the Leader of the Opposition have in mind

I, d4id not include the

Then you are a poor old

the wiping off of the demurrage’ to which he .

referred? The party who ineurred the de-
murrage and who are afraid te come ont,
squeezed the Government far more than did
the Country Party. A proclamation went
out that the farmers, or their sons, or the
men they had working for them, were to be
compelled to take out union tieckets, and to
demand union wages for shearing, and that
if that was not agreed to, the produce sent to
market would be declared black. That was
what caused the demurrage. The carters and
drivers would not unload the wool because
they were afraid the railway men wonld come
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out if they were asked to handle that wool
which was not shorn by union labour. We
had nothing to do with the unicading of
trucks. That was a matter for the Commis-
sioner of Railways. It has been alleged that
the President of the Primary Producers’ As-
sociation was one of those who used hisz in-
fluence in getting that particular demurrage
wiped ont. T may say that the two biggest
firms of auctioneers in this State took an
equal interesi in the matter. They urged
that it was not a fair thing to charge de-
murrage because it was not the fault of the
people who sent the stuff alomg to be un-
loaded. Just fancy a farmer being foreed
to take a union ticket for his son—my son
for instance, I am just about on the thres-
hold of the ather side, and my son is now the
owner of the property which I established,
Why shoul@ there bhe compulsion in connee-
tion with work which is carried on on our
farms? Why should men be forced to join
unions and so build up organisations which
in no way reciprocate? 'We have nothing
whatever against the working man, I my-
self am as mueh a working man as any one
in this House, or anyone who represents the
workers, but I do not feel inclined to submit
to compulsion, and if my men are satisfied
to work for me without joining a uanion, they
should ‘not be compelled to throw in their lot
with any ‘organisation. We have a union
amongst ourselves and I will use all the per-
suasion I ean to get others to join it, but T
wounld not compel anyone against his will to
become a member of it any more than I
wounld expect an employee to be forced into
joining a umion and thus build up an or-
ganisation which would fight against me.

Mr, Willcock: Nonsense,
Mr., HICEMOTT: Look at the present
shearing difficnity. The men, under last

year's rates, would earn big wages. Many
men in the railways and in the Civil Service
and in the tramway service all say that they
are perfectly satisfied with what they are
getting. It is not the rank and file that is
complaining. It is the man who is agitating
and who stirs up strife who is causing all
the trouble. T do not wish to refer to this
matter any further. '

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
in the wheat pool?

Hon. P. Collier: That i3 compulsion

Mr, HICEMOTT: XNo it is not, although
it has been said that if it is not & eompul-
sory pool it is no good, that it canmot be
worked if one man ig allowed to do what he
likes. I believe that a man should- do what
“he likes with his own,

Hon. P. Collier: Except it be wheat.

Mr. HICKMOTT: I donotseethat it will
make any difference to the consumer whether
the wheat is put into the pool or whether we
revert to the old method of de-control, If
the agents purehase the wheat, the consumer
will not get it auy cheaper than he would
sgget it from the pool. One of the greatest
irawbacks to the auccess of pounitry farming
and pig raising 15 that those engaged in the

You do not believe
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industry get their wheat, not from the
wheatgrowers, bat from somebody who has
purchased it from the pool. As a result, the
pouliry farme, instead of paying 9s. for his
wheat, has to pay 10s. or even 12Zs. for it.
I agree with what has been said in regard to
the price of 9s. per bushel for wheat for
local consamption. It is a mistake to fix the
price for 12 months ahead. When the price
was fixed at 9s. per bushel, wheat was worth
95. f.o.b. in the State. But, sinece then the
price has fallen considerably. I believe that
only a fair price shonld be asked of the con-
sumer. I have no wish to make the eon-
gumer pay more .than the producer is getting
for his stuff delivered on the wharf?

Mr., Marshall:  You admit that 9s. per
bushel is excessive?

Mr. HICEMOTT: Yes, I admit it ig too
much at the present time,

Hon, P. Collier: Of course they are ¢limb-
ing down now, in anticipation of the next
price. We will give you 9s!.

Mr. HICKMOTT: I know very little
about the public serviee. In any dealings
I bave had with the service I have always
been treated with courtesy and considera-
tion. But we froguently hear from ex-public
servants that there is room for considerable
improvement in the service, and that many
members of the service, more particularly
heads of departments, are mnot earning the
money they receive, 1 was teld the other
day by an ex-public servant that the head
of his late department had recently reecived
an increase in salary of £100, bringing him
up to £600. 'That man told me that in many
eases fhe departmental head referred to
went away and stopped with his friends,
charging up his usual expenses to the de-
partment for the term of his ahsence, and
that on onc¢ oceasion when instructed by
his Minister to inspect and report en a cer-
tain institution, instead of deing the work
himself, he sent one of bis understrappers to
do it. The eredit of that work went to the
man who should have done the work but did
not, Cases like that lead to considerable dis-
satisfaction between departmental heads and
those under them. We have frequently heard
of that sort of thing from ex-Ministers and
ex-public servants and, at times, from those
still in the serviee. All agree that there is
room for improvement. There are in the
State something like 120 local authorities
looking after health, roads, vermin, and
various other matters. The total cost to the
Government of thnse local authorities is
from £33,000 to £40,000 per annum. We are
told by the Premier that the wages and
salaries of the public scrvice amount to
£400,000 per annum. Therefore, it seems to
‘me the salaries and wages of the public ser-
vice are altogether out of proportion to the
work done. I belicve there is room for re-
trenchment in the service. If is not for me
to say whether it can be done, but the peo-
ple generally seem to think it ought te be
done. We hear a great deal about economidh.
Tt is a time-honoured custom to lengthen out
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this debate. We are now into the
fifth weck. The late Treasurer told
us that the House, when sitting, cost

£25 per hour, As T say, this debate has now
been in progress for five weeks, Surely
there js some room for pcomomy here! 1If
the debate were confined to the leaders of
the various parties and some of the Min-
isters, we could save a considerable amount
of money. It is not Sor me to say whether
such a scheme would be practicable, but
obviously there is room for economy in this
direetion. Then we are told by the House
Committee that the printing of ‘“Hansard"’
cogts 143, 24. per page. The reporting of
this debate already extends over nearly 500
pages. On my ealculation, it rephesents a
cost of between £300 and £400. Here, too, is
room for economy in the conducting of
the business of the Chamber. Possibly hon.
members will not so readily agree that
wages must be reduced. We hear a great
deal about the high cost of living, All must
agree that the cost of varicus ecommodities
used from day to day is greatly inereased

“by bigh wages. It is not likely the butcher,

the baker, the gtorekeeper, the merchant,
the contractor, or anybody else in similar
positions, will lose if they have to pay
more wages. Mostly they gain by giving
an inerease in wages. 1 am no advocate
of low wages. I have never tried to cut
down a man below a reasonahle thing, but
I think members might well reduce their
own salaries. They took it upon themselves
to raise their own salaries at a most in-
opportune time., Just then the public ser-
vants were agitating for a reclassification
of their various positions. As soon as the
Parliamentarians raised their own salaries,
the public servants marched np here in a
body. They said that through the string-
ency of the finances the Government had
been unable to grant them increases, bhut
that since the Government and members of
Parliament had been able to grant them-
selves a 33 per cent, inerease in salary, it
wag up to-the Government to pay the ser-
viee what they had been asking for for a
congiderable time. Personally I am pre-
pared to fall in with any member of the
House who will agree to reduce his salary
by 33 per cent.

Mr, Lambert: Apparently you know what
you are worth.

Mr. HICEMOTT: I think T am worth as
much as the hom, member. We have heard
a great deal about the opeming up and
developing of the South-West. T am in
accord with the Government in that regard.
The South-West requires te be opened up
and developed, just as much as ¢id the
castern wheat belt. The member for Swan
(Mr. Sampson) to-night reminded us of how
much we were sending out of the State for
milk, eggs, butter, bacon, fruit, vegetahles
and jam. I think the scomer we open nup
and develop the South-West, which should
be the dairying distriet of the State, the
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better. We ought to be exporters, instead
of importers, of the produets I have men-
tioned, The development of the South-West
would have the approval of every member
of the House. It has been said that it will
prove a very expensive portion of the State
to deal with, that it will cost from £10 to
£20 per acre to clear. The South-West is
similar to many portions of south-western
Victoria. It will cost a great deal of money
in the early stages, but it must be remem-
bered that for dairying it is not necessary
to clear the whole of the land. The Agri-
culfural Bank has been so liberalised that
each farmer in the wheat belt may have
600 acres cleared. In order to give a man
a reasonable start either for fruitgrowing or
dairying in the South-West, it would not be
necessary to clear more than 50 acres. The
extra cost in clearing the 50 acres and
placing a man in a reasonable way of start-
ing would not be so mueh more than in the
case of a man in the wheat belt. That is a
matter which should have the support of
members. Dairying can be carried on in
many parts of the State. I was out in the
eastern portion of my electorate the other
day and met a man there who was sending
away threec cans of cream per week from
eight cows. One of my neighbours east of
Brookton, who has practieally gone out of
wheat growing, has taken on dairying. Last
year he was milking 17 cows or 20 cows
and told me that his monthly cheque for
butter fat came to £30. He also dees con-
siderable business in pigs. Dairying and
pig raising are closely connected, and re-
present commodities of which the State
imports =2 congiderable amount. They
should have the attention of the Govern-
ment almost above anything else. With
reference to what has been done with re-
gard to opening up the land along our ex-
isting railways, T am perfectly in accord
with the remarks of hon. members. We
were told a little while ago in the ‘*West
Australian’’ that there are many bundreds
of thousands of acres ir the South-West
adjacent to our existing railways, which
have been held for many years and are
being put to practically no use. I would
instance the case of the Clark family in
the Sunbury distriet in Vietoria,  This is
a fine stretch of country, and was taken
up by that family many years agoe at £1
an acre. Tt was eut up into blocks by the
Clarks and dwellings were erected upon the
land, Prizes were given to the farmers for
the best tilled and best kept farms on the
area. Scores of farmers are now in occupa-
tion fhere and are satisfied and contented.
If people living along the existing railways
in the South-West and other portions of the
State would only follow that example it
would be a paying proposition for them and
would largely assist in wiping ont the de-
ficit on our railways. Where there is at
present one farmer, there would nnder that
system soom be 20 or 30.
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Hon. P. Collier: Does not the hon. mem-
ber know that there are fewer people in
the rural distriets of Vietoria than there
were 40 years ago, notwithstanding the
land that has been cut up there?

Mr. HICEMOTT: It is exceedingly diffi-
cult to get land in Vietoria to-day. Land
is fetching enormous prices. The land
throughout that State is well settled.

Hon. P. Collier; It is very well settled.

Mr. HICKMOTT: It is difficult for 2 man
te get hold of any land there without pay-
ing @ bigh price for it. Even in the despised
mallee country, which politicians used to
drive through and say 1t was not worth
saving, the land to-day is worth between
£9 and £10 an acre in many instances.

Mr. Richardson: How do you propose to
force people to cut up their land?

Mr. HICKEMOTT: It wiil pay -handsomoly
to clear the land in the South-West and
establish the people there. What we need
i3 population and this is one way of getting
it, In order to make the dairying industry
a success only men with families should
undertake it, becanse of the difficulties of
getting labour te do the necessary work

Fifty years ago the people who took up

land in Vietoria went in for dairying. I
cannot recall cne instance in which such
people have not aceuwmulated large assets,
and not been able to leave considerable
estates to their offapring. We know what
the butter and dairying industries have
done for the other States. It was one of
the principal things which helped Vietoria
out of her terrible difficulties. We are in
as good a position to establish the dairying
industry in Western Australia as people
were in Victoria. No ‘doubt if it is estab-
lished on sound lines, it will be of great
help to our finances. The party to which
I belong intend to assist the Government in
every possible way to balance the ledger.
If we can only halance the ledger I think
we should be perfectly satisfied. We do
not expect the Government to be able to
do that in 12 months or two years, It will
take time. It has been stated that some
of our troubles have been caused through
the war. The time we are passing through
now, however, iz wurse in some respects
than that through which we were passing
during the war. 'When the war was raging
there was a great deal of money in ¢ircula-
tion and many people were petter off than
they are now. Large amounts were coming
through from the soldiers, and caused
people to believe that everything was all
vight with the finances. Now we are feel-
ing the pinch and we still have a serious
time ahlead of us. It behoves uws to
economise in every possible way, and de
our bhest to help the Government to lift
the State out of its present troubles.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardic) [8.22]: The
hon. member who has just sat down has re-
ferred to the wasteful policy of Parliament,
and partienlarly to a waste involved in the
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issue of ‘‘Haunsard.’’ T am certainly con-
vinced hy the speech of the hon, member that
it is undoubtedly a waste.

The Minister for Mines: Why add to it!

Mr. LAMBERT: I desire to in some way
counteraet the speech delivered last night by
the Minister, In common with other mem-
hers T wish to congratulate the member for
West Perth (Mrs, Cowan) upon her election
to this Chamber. She occupies a unique posi-
tion. If she had depended wpon those gentle-
men she is politically allied with to-lay, she
probably would not have heen allowed within
the corridors of Parliament House, let alone
allowed to occupy a seat in this Chamber.

Mr. Pickerine: This is the Government
which introduced the Bill.

Mr. LAMBERT: TUnder compulsion they
did so, At all events, the hen. member, be it
said to his eVverlasting disgrace, lad not the
deecency or the manliness to support the Bill,

Mr, Pickering: He had the courage to
oppose it, which yon had not.

AMr. LAMBERT: Like all fools, he had the
courage to do foolish things. It can be taken
as a tribute to the great sacrifices made by
the women folk throughout the eivilised world
during the last few years. "o a considerable
extent the clection of the memher for West
Perth ean be taken as reflecting the position
of women in the world generally.

Mr. Underwood: Get down to a bit of
wood cutting.

Mr. LAMBERT: T do not wish to split the
hon, member’s head. I have no desire to deal
with the commonplace questions which have
been raised by many hon. memhers, Some of
them have given more or less valuable contri-
butions to the debates as they will appear in
"“Hansard’?! with which my venerable friend,
the member for Pingelly, finds so mueh fanlt.
The wholesale distribution of ‘‘Hansard’’ in
his electorate would, I think, probably have
been the Dbest portion of his propaganda in
that cleetorate, 1 wish to deal with some of
the more important questions, to which the
Assembly should pgive earnest consideration
during the present session. Too mueh time
is wasted in party bickering, which certainly
has been in evidence during my occupation
0l a scat in this House. Some members get
up aml with a lot of meaningless words add
their testimony to what has yone before. The
member for Bunbury (3Mr. Muney) the other
night, in dealing with the necessity for open-
ing up uneceupied lands adjacent to vur rail-
way system, was not prepared to make any
strong point or honest statement as to how
it was proposed to remedy the position, There
are only two ways of doing so: either of buy-
ing the land or levelling upon it an equitable
measure of taxation which would foree the
people to hring the land into eultivation, 1
was struck with the meaningless phrases which
the hon. member made use of, and yet when
it came to anything of a sperific nature he
would not offer any explanation of what he
proposed to do. That sort of thing is very
regrettable,

Hon. P. Collier: He did not know whether
he wus acting for the plaintiff or the .e-
fendant.

Mr. Money: How would you <o it?

Mz, LAMBERT: The hon. wember Lknows
what the policy of the Labicur Parvty is.

My, Teesdale: Do von want his advice for
nething! He will give it to you if you pay
for it.

Mr. LAMBERT: T would not have the Lo,
member at any. price.  The most importaut
question before us is that connected with the
finances. Bound up with our present finan-
cial position and our financial policy are the
railways and the other publie utilities of this
Btate, They c¢4n be dealt with almost under
the one heading. We have first to consiler
our relationship with the Federal Government.
The time is passed when we ean further toler-
ate the iniquitous degree of taxation, both
State and Federal, as levied at present. There
must be some line of demarcation at which
the Federal anthority ceases to invade the
State sphere. Undoubtedly during the war
the Federal authorities werg given the fullest
scope and they took the fullest advantage of
that position.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They could not help
themseclves.

Mr. LAMBERT: Probably that is so, hut
they acted in excess of their eonstitntional
rights. They invaded many avennes of taxa-
tion which in other circumstanees woukl not
have heen tolerated by any of the States.

Mr. Angelo: That started before the war.

Mr. LAMBERT: The position resnlted, tfrom
the point ot view of Hughes and his party,
in a re-modelling of the Federal Constitution
according to their desires. We have to deal
with this problem effectively. We have to
deal first with the relationship between the
Federal Government and the State,. We often
hear people speaking of the relations existing
with the British Fmpire. As a matter of
fact, our relationship with the Federal av-
thority is cxtremely indefinite. 1 think a
committee of members of this Chamber shoulid
be appointed to go into this guestion. For
that matter, there is a motion on the Notive
Taper already dealing with that aspect.

Mr. Angelo: The motion advocates a select
committee drawn from both Houses,

Mr., LAMBERT: I will not touch upon
that aspect forther than to say  that
the Thest material from both wides of
the IHownse or Houses should be drawn upon,
so as to clearly define our finaneinl relation-
ship with the Federal Govermment, and
determine either the extension or eurtailment
of the Federal Government’s efforts, Until
that is done, we coonot hope te have that
stability in our State finances which is so
exgential, T believe that the manner, hoth
direet and indirect, in  which the Federal
Government are invading the taxation
aveuues of this State is scandalous. We
hear members on the eross benches squealing
ahout the way indireet taxation has boen
foisted upon them by the Federal anthorities.
We are making too great a contribution to
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the Federal revenne withont any correspond-
iug advantage.
My, Pickering: You admit that.

AMr. LAMBERT: T certainly do. It is not
carrying out the spirit of the Federal Con-
gtitution. It may be in accordance with the
Jetter, but certainly not the spirit of the
Australian Federation, At the present time,
they are acting as financial blood suekers
fastcned on this young, impoverished State
and we are not getting any corresponding
advantage whatever. If the Federal author-
jtv utilised that money to encourage the es-
tablishment of industries in Western Austra-
lia they would probably be carrying out the
spirit of the Federal compact and carrying
ount the ohjeets for which the Commonwealth
Govermment were first constituted. Consid-
eration should be given by the Honse to the
.m'a!;,'u‘n'ltlon of the Agmultura'l Bank and
the Savings Bank, These are finaneial insti-
tutions which Dhelong to the people, who are
dependent vpon their services in one form or
another, Cnder a commonrense arrangement
it shonld net be too inuch to expeet that we
woull get more financial serviee through the
amalgamation of these banks.

Alr, Willeock: And what about the LAB.?

Hon, P. Collier: That should be abolished.

Hon. W. C. Angwm Would you make it
n bank of gencral issue,

My, LAMBERT: That would be beyond
our constitutional powers, but we could make
it n bank of utility. These money making
and money garnering concerns should be kept
in the hands of the people. There i3 no
greater danger than te place the whale con-
trol of our finances in the hands of outside
people. To give an illustration: About a
quarter ,of a century back, the Republie
of Argentine established a State Bank.
They started co-relatively with garnering
and  safe-guarding the people’s money
upon a policy of development. The moncy
so garnere?  was Jent for developmental
purposes  at  reasonable interest, with the
result  that the Argentine Republic at-
tracted settlers and population from ail parts
of the worll. It has been computed by the
wmost reliable authority that if that bank had
been a private concern, it would be paying
25 per cent. per annnm by now., Members
can consiller for themselves what the people
of this State are paying diveetly or indirectly
through the private banking institutions. Mr.
SBpeaker will remember in the light of his
long vears of advocacy of the canse of Labour
and its doctrines, the many arguments he
has heavd levelled against the establishment
of public utilities by the State. Those argn-
ments ceannot be urged against the cstabligh-
ment of State banking institutions. Banking
at the present time is more or less a mechani-
eal concern. It ealls for mo particvlar or
apecial knowledge other than ordman Scotel
cantion. Such enution is exercised in commer-
cial houses everywhere and-it is exercised to
the full in this State, To-day we have fig-
uring, or should I eny disfiguring, St.
Gearge 's-terrace, many private banks which
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do nething else than garner in the people’s
moeney. That would not be so baid nor yet
the profits they make, but we have to remem-
ber that if this State requires money for de-
velopmental purposes these banks have the
right to say whether they will lend thaot money
whiel aetvally belongs to the pecple, to West-
ern Australin, to Bulgaria or to Germany.
They have the say as to what they will do
with the money, If they could get one-haif
per cent. more from Geramny or perhaps from
our friends the 8inn Feiners, they would let
them have it, irveapective of the interests
of this State,

Mr. Pickering: Do not the baunks always
subseribe to our loans?

Hon, P. Collier. They are sinply lending
the people's money to the people.

My, LAMBERT: The member for Gas-
coyne (Mr. Angelo) must know full well
that there is not one of the associated banks
who woulil subseribe one penny more than is
absolutely necessary, nor woulld they subseribe
if it paid them better to lend money in other
divections. The Treasurer of this State
shoull not be placed in sueh an invidious
position ag the Federal Govermmnent is to-day.
Wo find the Federal Government advertising
through placards on our hoardings and
through posters, begging people to snbscribe
to the Diggers' loan. Sueh things wonld not
be necessary if the banks were in the hands
of the people of Australin. We would not see
the advertisements upon which many papers
throughout the State are fattening to-day,
urging participation in the loans, if the banks
were in the people’s hands. The money those
banks are holding is really kept in trost for
the people. If we want moneyr for war or
for peace or for development, we have to
appeal to them; and very often we appeal
in vain. Until the Governments of Austra-
lia «deal with this question of finance, we can-
not hope to stabilise our position, nor can
we hope to reach that state of independence
that we as a State should oceupy.

Mr, Willeock: They are profiteering in
money,

Mr. Angelo: Have yon any iden what the
ehartered banks have lent to Australia to en-
courage industry?

Hon. P. Collier: The chartered banks are
gimply lending the people the people’s mouey
and are charging interest upon it

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that when
a chartered bank lent us the services of the
member for Gaseoyne they gave ns very much,
I am not so much concerned as to what the
chartered banks have lent bug I trust the
member for Gascoyne (AMr, Angelo) will not
take umbrage at my observation. I think
this country should have the first eall upon
the financial institutions of the State if money
is required for the proper development of the
State.

Mr. Angelo: And you have that.

Mr. LAMBERT: We should be the para-
mount authority and we are not the paramount
authority under the present conditions. Tn
Queensland a year or so agoe a Labour Gow-
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ernment was in power. For my part I do
not eare what Government was in power,
whether it was Labour or Liberal, or any
other Government.

AMr. Angelo: It would make a difference
to the banks, .

Mr. LAMBERT: 1T like that admission.

Mr. Angelo: The actions of certain Gov-
ernments lessen the security of the banks,

Mr. LAMBERT: When the present Min-
ister for Mines was returned to power as
Leader of the TLabour Government, by an
overwhelming majority of the people of
‘Western Australia does the member for Gas-
eoyne mean to suggest that the security of
our financial justitutions was lesscued to any
degree?

Mr. Angelo: No, I do not say that.

My, LAMBERT: Yon do not say it, but
you believe it. The hon. member is con-
eerned for the safety of the finaneial in-
stitutions which have been established in
‘Western Australia. I intend to deal with the
position of the Queensland Government, A
shameful delegation went to London on ae-
count of eertain legislation which, rightly or
wrongly, they eonsidered was harmful. It
does not matter to me whether the Queens-
tand Government were right or wrong. The
spectacle of any such delegation going to the
financial institutions of London to voice
their objections, real or imaginary, to legis-
lation proposed by the Theodore Govern-
ment, was derogatory to the best interests of
Australia. Yet we had that delegation aet-
vally going to the financial centre of the
world, which is London, erying stinking fish,
against the interests of their State. The re-
sult of that delegation was that the Queens-
land Government were unable to get the
money necessary for developmental purposes.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They could have got
it in another way.

Mr. Angelo: Wasg that not on account of
the repudiation of contraets.

Mr. LAMBERT: That sort of talk may
be all right off a soap box in the Gascoyne
electorate, but it will not go down in a House
sach as this, I do not think there iz any
body of decent men elected to any Parlia-
ment of Australia who would repudiate by
word or nction anything done by a previens
Government. We have the right to amend
legislation in what we conceive to be the
intercsts of the people and to that extent
only can it be said that any Government, in-
cluding the Theodore Government in Queens-
land, repudiated any contraet.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We {do that every
session.

Mr., LAMBERT: We did it in amending
the same type of Land Act as the Theodore
Government  did,

Mr, Angelo:
security.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt did not injure the
security when we granted an extension of
the pastoral leases for a fnrther period of 21
years.

Here it did not injure the
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Mr. Angelo: The, pastoralists are paying

for it, in some instances treble and four
times.
Mr. LAMBERT: 1 ecan almost imagine

the hon. member shediling tears. However,
he will not work me up into a state of
pathos about the pastoralists, T hope that
the provisions of that measure, which 1
thought were over-generous, are just, and if
they are not just and equitable, the sooner
the House rectifies the mistake &he better.
Co-relative with the question of finance is
that "of insurance and banking in Western
Australia. Even okl hard-headed business
menr on the Government side of the House,
like the member for Pingelly (Mr. Hick-
mott) must agree that insurance in Western
Anstralia should be controlled by the State.
It is a great pity that the Seaddan Govern-
ment did not make an effort to nationalise
ingurance during their term of office.  To-
day we have the position that in this small
community of 300,000 odd people there are
41 insurance companies operating. Our
finest business avenue, 3t. George’s Terrace,
is disfigured with the offices of the Phoenix
and the Lancashire and Colenial Mutual and
other offices from one end of the thorough-
fare to the other. The people of the State
are paying for these 41 insurance offices with
al their staffs and agents and ramifications
when 40 of them are practically unnecessary.
The moment the Federal Government have
their constitution enlarged toe give them an
opportunity of entering into this business,
they will not take 24 hours to decide to em-
bark upon it. They will enter upon it quicker
than they entered wpon the banking business.
They have had a taste of the profits and
luxuries of banking, and unless the State
Governments early enter upon Stdte insur-
ance, the Federal Government will take the
first opportunity that presents itself of es-
tablishing insurance offices throughout Aus-
tralia.

My, Money:
garding the
the State

That was the argument re-
State land tax, that if
did mnot tax the land the
Federal Government would. Although
we had our State Savings Bank,
the Commonwealth established theirs,

Mr. LAMBERT : It is doubtful whether it was
intended that the Commonwealth should invade
the domain in which the Savings Bank operated.

Mr. Money: But they did it.

Mr. LAMBERT : - However, it is better that
the Commonwealth Government should do it
and preserve the interests of the community
than that it should be left to private individuals.
It returns a profit to the Commonwealth and
they are able to handle the people’s own money
for development and other purposes. To that
extent, I am pleased with what the Common-
wealth have donpe.

Mr. Moneyv: If you absorb all taxpayers who
will pay the taxes?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If we ran a numher of
these financial institutions we would not need
taxation.
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Mr., LAMBERT: If we had control of all
private banking and insurance in this State, we
«could do away with the whole of the direct
taxation in Western Australia, I hope that a
move will be made in the direction of appointing
% committee from both Houses to draw up
proposale for the forthcoming Federal conven-
tion. I hope that the matter of taxation will
be settled at the convention once and for all.
If it is not settled, there is not the slightest
doubt that the autonomous States will be settled.
All Federal members irrespective of party seem
to be imbued with the idea that the Common-
wealth should swallow up the States. A member
-of the Federal Parliament, Dr, Earle Page, recently
visited this State and lectured upon the bursting
up of big cumbersome States like Western
Augtralia.

Mr. Angelo: He specially referred to New
South Wales.

Mr, LAMBERT : I can quite understand that
with & Labour Government in power thera
now.

The Minister for JMines: You mean that if
be does not burst up New South Wales they

will.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister knows the
-effect of Labour administration better than I do
g0 I shell leave that to him to judge. I also
read a speech by a Labour member in the Vie-
torian Legislative Council about the bursting
up of all Australis into smeller States. It is
all very well for such men to talk generally
about the bursting up of these hig unwieldy
States but it is not such an easy problem as a
superficial glance might lead them to believe,

Mr. Pickering: Moat of them are advocating
unification.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt would be a big step
towards unification. Probably it would be
advantageous to make some alteration in our
boundaries and probably to eatablish another
authority over portion of our territory. At the
same time this is a question which can only be
approached theoretically after moat careful
thought and econgsideration, and nothing like
o reasonably sane conclusion can be arrived
at by Dr. Earle Page, who probably knows nothing
about Western Austrelia or its difficulties.

Mr. Angelo: It is a pity you did not hear
his speech,

Mr. LAMBERT : I do not know that I missed
much. Regarding the trading concerns and
public utilities, first in importance are our
railways. We must if possible devise a scheme
to make these concerns reasonably balance the
ledger. The railways are going to the bad.
I hope the Government will try to make this
gession & practical and business-like one. We
have heard many utterances about good will
existing among members. Let us get down to
solid business. Let us be alive to the fact that
the railways are not paying. Instead of levelling
a lot of carping criticism at the Minister for
Railways or the Commissioner of Railways,
let us realise thet it is part of the work for which
we have been elected and for which we are paid
‘to ascertain in what direction the loss can be
lessoned and how the earning capacity of our
railways can be incrensed. If a committee from
both Houses or from both sides of this House
were agked by the Miniater for Railways to advise
in what direction the earning capacity of our
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railways could be increased, I think it would be
productive of good results. The Minister for
Works, who has had experience in the running
of our mailways, suggested that the policy of
the Commissioner is wrong, and that the idea
of increasing freights is lessening the volume of
traffic on the railways. Probably there is much
in what he says. There is much in the argument
advanced by some members that we must en-
deavour to force into utilisation the vacant lands
in close proximity to our railways.

The Minigter for Mines: The Minister wanted
to sell sleepers to us.

Mr. LAMBERT : Well the Minister for Worka
is running a trading c¢oncern and he is probably
quelifying for a more definite control of these
particular concerns. If the Minister for Rail-
ways setiously entertained my proposal, he
would test the reality of the expressions of good-
will. The Minister for the North-West recently
called & conference of members representing
that part of the State to discuss questions having
particular application to the problems of that
vast area. Problems affecting our railways
eould be investigated in the same way, and it
would be a test of the sincerity of hon. members
when they say they intend to do their best to
promote the interests of the State, I would
like to see this session made & practical and
business-like session. This stupid parade is
mere waste of time. We come here day after
dey and night after night, discusaing in a scem-
ingly serious way many problems concerning
this State, and we arrive at negative results which
are calculated to make anyone impatient, There
are problems, the responsibility for which cannot
be shouldered by the Government alone. I
only hope that every avenue of thought will
be invaded to arrive at a basis for the effective
control of our railway system in order to make
it the business concern it should be. I have
in mind an utterance by the Minister for Rail-
waya that the reilways are not primarily re-
garded as a business trading concern. It is
true that the railways are so greatly linked up
with the development policy of this State that
they cannot be run on absclutely business lines.
Members of the Chamber of Commerce and other
such like bodies in their impudent way tell us
what they would do if only they were given
the opportunity. * What the country needs,™
they ssy, ‘* are not theorists elected by all sec-
tions of the community but business men like
ourselves.”” As a matter of fact, if they were
elected they would make the most abominable,
laughing-atock failures that ever God witnessed.
Yet these men who can run an ordinary grocer’s
shop, and run it well, fancy that if they were
elected here—half a dozen of them—to take
the places of our friends as Minigters controlling
the departments, they would rectify everything
in 2¢ hours. They would wreck everything in
24 hours. The conception of a shrewd business
men is conveyed in the ntterances of the member
for Kimberley (Mr, Durack). It is seriously
suggested by that hon. member that the present
Government could encourage tropical agricul-
ture by setting a few gins and blackiellows to
plant cocoanut and cotton trees, Referring
now not to Mr. Durack, the member for Kimber-
berley, but to his brothers, the men who went
out into the North and pioneered it, and whom
every men is prepared to honour for their
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pioneering work—when it comes to a matter of
big public poliey, of peopling our great North-
West, a matter of helping by Government
aggistance to show what we can do there in
the way of tropical and sub-tropical agricul-
ture, they suggest the getting of a few black
gins and blackfellows. It is absolutely re-
grettable that men of this stamp, men who
ought to have a greater trust and faith in their
country, should so degrade and lower them-
gelves, and the status of this House, as to make
such suggestions.

The Minister for Mines: You ought to hit
them with & lump of manganese,

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LAMBERT: The North is the greatest
menace to-day confronting Australia ; and yet
we find men so cribbed, cabined, and-confined
in their ideas as to suggest that the possibilities
of our great North-West can be demonstrated
by employing a few blackiellows and black
gins. Men elected from that territory suggest
that as a means of peopling the great North-
West. But I helieve there are as great posei-
bilities in the north of this State as in any
other part of the world, Qur XNorth-West
has its own geographical and industrial pro-
blems, which must be grappled with; but
that is not going to be done by & few ging and
blackfellows. I only hope that, in contradis-
tinetion to the opinions held by the North-West
members, the Government of this State will
proceed immediately to recognise that in the

North-West we have a valuable territory which

to-day is practically valueless, We want some
big progressive policy for opening up that country.
Only a few weeks ago I received a letter from
My, Jones, the cotton expert of Queensland,
who was once attached to the Western Austrmlian
Public Service. He left this State, apparently
hroken hearted by the callous indifference which
successive Governments displayed towards his
many suggestions for establishing tropical and
sub-tropical agriculture in the North-West.
Tuming now to the State trading concerns, I
think Parliament should establish eflicient con-
trol over the Wyndham Meat Works, the State
Implement Works, and the brickworks and
timber mills, and the other more subordinate
public utilities, For some coneiderable time
I have felt that these concerns should be placed
beyond Ministerial control. It is not fair to-day,
nor will it be fair to-morrow, to expect Ministers
in their Ministerial capacity to control millions
of invested money. Those State trading con-
cemns should be controlled by men who can give
their whole time to the work.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : They are now controlled
by men who give all their time to them.

Mr. LAMBERT: That can hardly be eaid
of most of the State trading concerns.  We want
them continlled by Commissioners. .

Hon. W. (. Angwin: We want parliamentary
control ; nut contrel by Commissioners,

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not helieve in parlia-
mentary control,

Mr. Money: Parliament was never made to
control trading concerns,

Mr. SPEAKER: Onder!

Mr, LAMBERT : If these concerns are going
to stand as an economic structure in com-
petition with the outside world, they must be

[ASSEMBLY.]

controlled by business men specially trained
for that work

Mr. A. Thomson: I thought you had no time
for buginess men,

Mr, LAMBERT: I have every time for
business men. I only hope the hon. member
interjecting has not misunderstood my previous
stetement. DBusiness men are essential now,
end I suppose they always will be,

Hon, W. Angwin : The State trading
concerns are now controlled hy business men,

Mr, LAMBERT: I do not know thet. How-
ever, I am not going to argue the gquestion in
detail with the member for North-East Fre-
meantle. I say the trading concerns are not
controlled satisfactorily to-day.

Mr."Money : And they never will be.

Mr, LAMBERT : They never will be until
they are put on the footing which they should
occupy, that of ordinary competing concerns.
It is shameful to get the Premier saying that
he would sell them to-morrow. These are under-
takings in which the State has invested millions
of money and in which it gives work to thousands
of employees. What is the use of embarking
on a forward policy with these concerns while .
the head of the State is saying that he would
sell them to-morrow * 1If the Premier does not
believe that they are economically sound and
of service to the State, he should test the question
of selling them or of closing them up in the
ordinary way, which he has the opportunity
of doing at any time. Then we get the Minister
for Works, in a most spirited or even heated
speech upon this subject, defending the State
trouding concerns.

Mr. Angelo: But he said he would sell them,

Mr, Angwin : He told the truth about them :
and that is the firat time it has ever heen done
from the other side of the House.

Mr. LAMBERT: For some considerable time
it hae been found that these public utilities are
prospering, despite the fact that they have not
had that sympathetic administration which is
so essential in the early years of these under-
takings. Whilst the Minister for Works is,
I believe, taking a great interest in the State
trading concerns, still they are not getting that
directing head and that administrative know-
ledge brought to bear on them which they would
receive if placed under independent Com-
missioners, removed from the influence and
control of Parliament.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: My vote will never be
given in favour of contrel by Commissioners,
anyhow,

Mr. LAMBERT: I am merely sketching in
a broad way what I think ia essential to the
proper control of these concerns. In our rail
ways we have 17 or 18 millions sterling invested.

The Minister for Mines: What is the difference
between a Commissioner and & manager ¥

My, LAMBERT : There is, in fact, no difference
at all, If the man in charge is vested with
suftivient power and is called o manager, I shall
not he greatly concerned about the title of
Commissioner., The Minister for Works, I
dare say, has found that with his ideas of ad-
ministering & department it would require the
whole of his time to look after the State trading
concerns placed under his control. I contend
that the Government, if they have any regard
for the money of the people invested in these
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concerns, should not lose one moment but should
immediately consult Parliament, which repre-
sents the people of this State, regarding a definite
decision, once for all, as to whether these State
trading concerns shall yemain part and parcel
of the political life of this State, or shall be sold
for private persens to utilise them in the ordinary
business way.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A Parliament can only
speak for three years.

Mr., LAMBERT : That is so.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : But you say Parliament
should settle the question * once for all,”

Mr, LAMBERT : It is well that the question
should be settled for three years. At present
many of the employees of the State trading
concerng hardly know swhether they are likely
to remain in the service for three minutes., I
hope the Government will consider the serious-
nesgs of the position. A huge sum of money
hag been invested in the State trading concerns,
and the public have a right to know whether
that money is to be permanently utilised in the
manner in which it hag been invested by previous
Governments carrying out the mandate of the
people. It is not right that we should have a
Premier threatening at every possible oppor-
tunity to sell the State trading concerns. Man-
agers and employees and everybody else affected
should be placed in & position to know whether
the concerns are to be sold or not.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That would apply with
& Commissioner in control, just as it applies
with a Minister in control.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the question were once
decided, we could take it that the policy of the
State had been seftled in that respeet for at
least three years. In such circumstances those
opposed to the State trading concerns would
have an opportunity of dealing with them, and
perhaps there would be an opportunity of dealing
with those opponents when members went before
the people. Apart from the development of
the North-West, there is the problem of the de-
velopment of our wheat belt, of the development
of the South-West, and of the development of cur
mineral areas. I think the Government should
takc an opportunity of consulting members from
all sides of the House on those subjects, T cer-
toinly think that if members were asked, they
would meet and make suggestions, These
members have a local and intimate knowledge
of the areas and they would suggest the best
possible means of dealing with the matter.
After all, members have the opportunity which
is denied to others of travelling and becoming
acquainted directly and indirectly with many of
the problems associated with districts like the
North-West and the South-West., If proper
encouragement were given to the minera! wealth
of Western Australia, we would find that the
railway earnings would increase considerably.
The Minister for Mines with the talent he has
in the Mines Department would need only to
ask his officers to make practicel "suggestiona
for the utilisation of the.many and known valu.
able mineral deposits, and these suggestions
I am sure would result in the finding of fruitful
employment for many, and would add consider-
ably to the revenue of the State, We are par
ticularly interested in this, in so far as to-day
we have no back carriage for our railways. I
. can show to the Minister for Mines that it is

* industries.
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possible in four or five different directions to
add to the railways traffic in this way to the
extent of £50,000 or £75,000 per annum, and
I am not making any extravagant statement
when I say that., Even with e little concern such
&3 the one with which I am connected, we shall
next year probably add to the earnings of the
State railways to the extent of £300 or £1,000
with ordinary luck, If such a thing can be
done in a small way it can be done in a higger.
way by the utilisation of some of the mineral
deposits in our State. It is only & matter of the
Minister having before him that necessary
knowledge, both of the utility of minerals and
their present commercial valwe, and to what
extent they may be utilised in Australia or
abroad. It would then be easy for the Minister to
arrive at & decision in connection with the
encouragement of secondary industries in Western
Australia. A great effort is being made by the
Council of Industrial Development to focus
public sttention on many of the things which
can be manufactured in this State, and I am
pleased to know that the Minister has taken
the commendable step of having an exhibition
so that those people who are ignorant of what
can be manufactured here may see everything
for themselves, I only hope that the Govern-
ment will place & sum of money on the Estimates
for the purpose of encoursging the secondary
Much of our present financial back-
wardness to-dasy is due to the direct and in-
direct financial strain which is uvpon this small
community. I hope every effort will be made,
to try to assist the people to eatablish industries,
and to try t¢ make this & producing community,
producing and manufacturing all those things
which are now imported for the well-heing and
comfort of our people. -

Question put and passed ; the Address-in-
reply adopted,

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Motion to introduce withdrawn,

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [9-20]: On bebalf of the
Premier I move—

For leave to introduce a Bill for *' an Act
to repeal Sections 86 and 67 of the Constitution
Act, 1889, and Section 46 of the Constitution
Act Amendment Act, 1809, and to substitute
other provigions in lieu thereoi.”

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9-21]: I move
an amendment—

That the worda *‘ repeal Sections (66 and 67
of ™ be struck out.

I intend to further amend the motion as well.
It will be seen that if leave is given in the form
set out on the Notice Paper it will not be com-
petent for any member, when the Bill is before
the Chamber, to amend any section of the Con-
stitution Act except the section specified in
the motion. There are other amendments
required to the Constitution Aect, and in order
to save the time of the House and the cost of

rinting in connection with the introduction of
other Bills which I shall have to do, I want to
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widen the order of leave so that it may be open
to myself or anyone else to move other amend-
ments. I hope tbe Minister will agree to my
amendment.

The Minister for Mines: I do not know that I
am entitled to agree to the amendment. I am
not in charge of the Bill,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Then the Minister had
better postpone the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Minister may, if he s0
desires, withdraw the motion, and that will
enable him on a later oceasion to submit it in
an altered form.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That would
be the preferable course to adopt. I am not in
the position to say whether the Premier would be
grepared to accept the amendment suggested

y the Leader of the Opposition. I shall agree
to withdraw the motion with the view of ita
being aubmitted again.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

BILLS (15) FIRST READING.

1. Stamy.

2., Land Agents.

3. Auctioheers.

4, QGrain,

5, Land and Income Tax Assessment Act

Amendment,
6. Northam Municipality and Iceworks and
Cool Stormge.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines (for the
Premier},
7. Gold Buyers,
8. Inspection of Machinery.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.
9. Fisheries Act Amendment.
10. Factories and Shops Act Amendment.
11. Building Societies Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Colonial Secretary.
12. Wheat Marketing.
Introduced sby the Minister for Mines (for the
Minister for Agriculture).
13. Fremantle Municipal Tramways and Elec-
tric Lighting Act Amendment.
Introduced by Hon. W. C. Angwin.
14. Administration Act Amendment,
Introduced by Hon. P, Collier (for Hon. T.
Walker).
16. Criminal Code Amendment.
Introduced by Mr, Boyland.

House adjourned at 9-37 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—M INING EMPLOYMENT
AND MEDICAL CERTIFICATES.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Minister {or
Education, 1, Is it a fact that in some cascs-
it is now neccessary for any person seeking
work, either underground or surface, in or:
on the mines employing labour on the Golden
Mile to procure at his own expense a medical
certificate certifying as to fitness to follow
such employment? 2, If so, will the Minister

.give the following particulars:—(a) under

what statute is this innovation allowable;
(b) by whom was it first introduced; {c)
wag its introduction sanctioned by the Gov-
ernment; (d) do the Government approve its
continnance on present lines? 3, Will the
Minister, at the earliest pessible date, pro-
eure full particulars in respeet of such medi-
cal examinations and lay a statement there-
of upon the Table of the House?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1. Yes. 2. As regards engine-drivers,
under Regulation 7 under the Mines Regu-
lation Act, 1906, but as regards employees
in general, the requirement of a medical
certificate is not statutory, but is under the
roles of the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund.
{b) The relief £1and was cstablished in 1915,
and from the inception the Board of Control
insisted on cmployers not employing anyone
who could not produce a certificate of exemp-
tion from medical esamination or a satisfae-
tory medical ecrtificate. (e¢) The procecdings
of the board have received general approval
from the Government. (d) The Government
have not yet had any good reason shown to
them for disappreval of the action of the
board in respect of medical examinations,
and are not prepared to interfere until sueh
is proved. 3, The published annual reports
of the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund give a
full schedule of all diseases classified with
number of cases, etc.

QUESTIOXNS (2)—EDUCATION.
Roya' Commission FEvidence.

Hon, GG, W. MILES, for Hon. Sir ¥dward
Wittenoom, ansked the Minister for Eduea-
tion: When will the printed evidence of the



